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Upcoming Events and Activities 

Highlighted here are major upcoming events at 

Kinder Farm Park over the next few months. Visit 

the Friends’ 12 Month Calendar on our website to 

see all the happenings at Kinder Farm Park. 

Friends of Kinder Farm Park Board 

Meetings 

All members and interested nonmembers are 

welcome  to attend the monthly Board meetings to 

find out  more about what the Friends are working 

on, contribute to the discussions and learn how you 

can help. Generally the meetings are held at the 

Visitors’ Center, in the Harvest Hall every 2nd 

Wednesday of the month at 6:30 PM. Here are the 

dates for the next 3 months: 

• February 11, 2026 

• March 11, 2026 

• April 8, 2026 

2025 Photo Contest Deadline 

The deadline to submit entries in the 2025 Life in 

the Park Photo Competition is February 28, 2026. 

For entry instructions see the flyer on page 15. 

Visit the Kinder Farmhouse Museum 

The Kinder Family Farmhouse will be open on the 

following dates from 11:00AM until 3:00 PM 

• Saturday, February 14, 2026 

• Saturday, March 14, 2026 

• Saturday, April 11, 2026 

Historical Society docents help guide you through 

the house to learn about the Kinder family and the 

farmland that sustained them. There is no charge to 

tour the farmhouse. 

Annual Easter Egg Hunt 

Come and enjoy our annual Easter Egg Hunt on 

Saturday, March 28, 2026.  Open to Children age 8 

and under, in addition to hunting eggs, meet the 

Easter Bunny and meet with some of their favorite 

farm animals.  The cost is $10.00 plus a small 

processing fee for Children 8 and under.  Visit our 

website at www.kinderfarmpark.org after February 

18, 2026, to register and pay (see flyer on page 11).  

 

 

 

 

 

Down on the Farm

https://www.kinderfarmpark.org/calendar.html
http://www.kinderfarmpark.org/
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From the 2025 President’s Desk 

It is truly with mixed emotions that I sit down today 

and write my final article as your President of the 

Friends of Kinder Farm Park. It was a very 

rewarding experience. 

It has been quite a journey! I started out as a board 

member 10 years ago, by running the games 

concession for the Fall Harvest Festival. I then took 

on the duties as Treasurer and served in that 

capacity for 5 years.  During that time, I watched 

the Friends group grow in both membership and 

solvency. We funded many projects during this 

time, added a windmill and aeration system to the 

pond, refurbished farm buildings and generally 

improved the experience of the visitors to the park.  

We manage a bench program, allowing people to 

purchase a commemorative bench for all to enjoy 

while honoring their loved one. 

Then 3 years ago, I took the reigns as President of 

the Friends’ organization. At the same time, the 

Farm and Livestock Educational Program (FLEP) 

was moved from a more independent club to be 

under the umbrella of the Friends group. We worked 

on an organization structure that developed animal 

squads to allow more volunteers to enjoy learning 

and participating in the challenges and rewards of 

animal husbandry. If you come to an event at 

Kinder Farm Park, you are bound to see costumed 

animals lovingly being displayed by our youth 

volunteers. These volunteers are always eager to 

share their knowledge of the animal and its care. 

I still plan to volunteer at Kinder, pursuing projects 

on a smaller scale that are near to my heart. I will 

continue working on the Jingle Bell Hayride. With 

my entire family involved, I can’t give that one up!  

I will also continue managing the commemorative 

bench program. And I can’t forget the ongoing 

shade tree program that enhances the comfort of our 

beloved animals. 

I am stepping down and leaving the Friends group 

in the capable hands of Ruth Heffner.  She has had 

years of experience in both 4H and FLEP. Her 

knowledge and quiet management skills will benefit 

Kinder Farm Park greatly. 

Good luck to all and I’ll see you around the Park! 

Barbara Buchleitner 

 

2026 FoKFP Officers and Board of 

Directors 
The Friends of Kinder Farm Park take great 

pleasure in welcoming our 2026 Officers and 

Board of Directors: 

• Officers:  

▪ President: Ruth Heffner 

▪ Vice President: Alyssa Stoffel 

▪ Secretary: Fred Nicklas 

▪  Treasurer: Chris Mowry 

(incumbent)  

• Board of Directors:  

▪ Mark Gonzalez 

▪ Mike Lowman (returning) 

▪ Jen Plant (incumbent)  

▪ Rich Tambascio (incumbent)  

▪ Debby Hartten (incumbent) 

▪ Bill Hassel (incumbent)  

• Non-Voting Board Members 

▪ Jr. Board Member, 4H Livestock 

Club Representative: Gavin 

Carlin 

▪ Board Emeritus Member: Jim Rausch 

(incumbent)  

The Friends of Kinder 

Farm Park would like to 

thank our 2025 Jr. Board 

4H Livestock Club 

Representative, Clara 

Larsen, for her dedication in keeping us informed 

about all the latest 4H happenings. 

We’d like to extend our heartfelt thanks to Eric 

Alexander for his service on the Board and his 

generous sponsorship of the Friends. And last, but 

(Continued on next page) 
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2026 FoKFP Officers…(Cont.) 
certainly not least, a big thank you to our past 

President, Barb Buchleitner, and Vice President, 

Karen Haghighi, for their leadership and the 

countless hours they dedicated to the Friends. 

There’s currently one open seat on the Board of 

Directors—if you’re a member of the Friends and 

interested in joining, please email 

contact@kinderfarmpark.org. 

 

Annual Early Membership Drawing 

By James Rausch, , FoKFP Board Member Emeritus 

At the end of every year in order to encourage members 

to renew their memberships and for new folks to join, 

anyone who signs up for the new year and pays their 

membership fee before January 1st will have their name 

submitted to win a refund of their fee and a one-year 

county-wide park pass. At the January 14th Friends of 

Kinder Farm Park Board Meeting, Gavin Carlin, the 4H 

Jr. Friends Board member selected Anne Gillcrist’s 

name as the 2026 winner. 

 

Picture Perfect Holiday Kickoff 

By Mike Lowman, Newsletter Editor and photos by Jarad 
Carter 

As is our custom, The Friends of Kinder Farm Park 

Kicked off the Christmas Holidays with their annual 

Jingle Bell Hayride on Saturday, December 6, 2025. 

And what better start to the day than an early light 

coating of snow. 

As nippy as it was our volunteers arrived early and 

were ready when our guests started arriving at the 

Black Oak Pavilion around 9:30 AM.   

 

Not too long after that  Santa and Mrs. Claus 

arrived in a beautiful sleigh pulled by six tiny 

painted reindeer and one large John Deere. 

 

Santa and Mrs. Claus arrived at the pavilion and left 

the sled and reindeer for our guests to climb aboard 

and take photos. 

 

 Our guests were scheduled for their Jingle Bell 

hayrides at specific times. We ran three tractors, 

each pulling one or two wagons, and each wagon 

held about 20 guests. This year’s ride lasted about 

25 minutes, and it took our riders by the Pollinator 

Garden and past the new Butterfly building. 

 

The hayrides unloaded their guests at the River 

Birch Pavilion where they could get a hot chocolate, 

(Continued on next page) 
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Picture Perfect Holiday… (Cont.) 

hot coffee or hot apple cider from the Stoney Man 

truck, and a Holiday Treat bag and a cold juice or 

water from the pavilion. 

 

There were plenty of things to keep our guests 

occupied both before and after their hayride. Santa 

and Mrs. Clause were located in the Black Oak 

Pavilion finding out what the young ones wanted 

for Christmas and posing for photos. 

 

 

In addition to Santa and Mrs. Claus we were also 

visited by a mischivous elf, Cindy from Whosville 

and the Grinch. They circulated throughout the 

event and shared in the fun. 

   

The 4H Livestock Club and Farm Livestock and 

Education Program brought out some of their 

animals to share in the festivities with our guests. 

  

Of course our Jingle Bell Hayride would not be 

complete without our fire pit and the chance to 

warm-up and roast a marshmallow. 

   

Special thanks goes out to all of our wonderful 

volunteers, Kinder Park Staff, and sponsors that 

helped make this annual event as popular and 

successful as it was this year. The date for the next 

Jingle Bell Hayride is December 5, 2026. 
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The First Birth of 2026 

By Shawna Cassady, 4H Livestock Club Adult Leader 

Our first birth of 2026 came on Saturday, January 17th 

from our Kiko goat, Blue Snow owned by our 4Her 

Clara Larsen. Dad is our resident boar buck Trooper. 

Snow gave birth to triplets, 2 girls and 1 boy. 

 

 

Apprentice Garden, Winter 2026 

By Janet Clauson, Apprentice Garden Co-Chair with Kristin 
Silva, Master Gardeners 

Would you, and your children, like to grow your 

own organic vegetables?  Then join us, Master 

Gardeners and other families, in the Apprentice 

Garden. 

The Apprentice Garden at Kinder Farm Park, run by 

the University of Maryland Extension Service 

Master Gardeners, takes up two plots in the 

community garden and focuses on teaching families 

with children how to grow their own organic 

produce. The program can host up to eight families, 

each with their own garden space, while also 

sharing the work and rewards of the common areas. 

Every Wednesday at 6:30 pm, the Master Gardeners 

and families gather to plant, weed, water, tackle 

pests, swap tips, and enjoy harvesting fresh 

vegetables, fruits, and herbs from their gardens. 

In the personal plots, families grow their own 

unique selection of seeds and plants. The 2025 

garden featured a colorful mix of vegetables: 

tomatoes and peppers; cucumbers, yellow squash, 

and zucchini; lettuces, kale, beans, peas, and 

radishes; broccoli; plus, strawberries, potatoes, and 

herbs. Families enjoyed the harvest from their 

individual plots, while everyone shared the fresh 

produce from the common areas, including 

potatoes, tomatoes, peppers, basil, strawberries, and 

herbs. 

Last year, we were 

thrilled with the 

success of our 

Three Sisters 

planting—an 

indigenous method 

of growing corn, 

beans, and squash 

together in the 

same mound. The 

corn shot up strong 

and tall, the bean 

vines wound their 

way up the sturdy 

stalks, and the 

squash provided shade to protect the roots. In the 

end, we cut and bundled the corn stalks to create a 

festive fall harvest decoration. 

The Master Gardeners planted native flowers along 

the fence to draw in pollinators during the summer 

and fall. They left the flower heads intact so birds 

and other wildlife can enjoy the seeds through the 

winter. 

If you stop by the 

Apprentice Garden 

now, you’ll see 

crimson clover 

sprouting in the 

planting areas and 

newspapers topped 

with straw lining 

the pathways. This 

vibrant cover crop 

will enrich the soil 

with nitrogen 

through the winter 

and keep weeds 

from taking over. Along with prepping the family 

plots and shared planting areas for the season, the 

perennials, strawberry plants, and herb garden have 

all been tucked in for the colder months. 

We’re getting ready for the 2026 Apprentice 

Garden! If you’d like more details or want to be part 

of the fun this season, let us know, please contact 

Janet Clauson. 

(Continued on next page) 
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Apprentice Garden… (Cont.) 

The Apprentice Garden project meets from April 

through September, every Wednesday at 6:30pm at 

the community gardens at Kinder Farm Park in 

Millersville. The University of Maryland Extension 

programs are 

open to all 

citizens without 

regard to race, 

color, gender, 

disability, 

religion, age, 

sexual 

orientation, 

marital or parental status, or national origin. 

Co-chaired by: 

    Janet Clauson (janetclauson301@gmail.com) and   

    Kristin Silva (ka_silva@verizon.net). 

 

At the Sawmill… 

By the Sawmill Crew 

With the New Year here, the Sawmill Crew looked 

back at 2025 and crunched some numbers—we were 

blown away by the volume and production!  

Including time at the Anne Arundel County Fair, the 

crew ran the sawmill 94% of the time it was available 

(those pesky snow days in January and February 

slowed us down a bit).  

Altogether, the crew milled over 200 logs in 2025—

incredible considering the sawmill only runs on 

Wednesday mornings.  

Here’s just a small sample of the lumber produced last 

year:  

• 16-foot long, 8-inch-wide fence boards 

• 9-foot long, 6-inch-wide vertical siding 

• 9-foot long, 4-inch-wide girts 

• 9-foot long, 3-inch-wide battens 

• 6 to 8-foot long, 2”x4” lumber 

• 6-foot-long tomato stakes 

The sawmill crew wrapped up 2025 by not only 

meeting the challenge in terms of output but also 

maintaining an impressive level of quality.  

As 2026 begins, the focus will be on preparing for the 

installation of a concrete pad to support the engine that 

powers the saw.  

The crew is thankful to the Kinder Farm Board of 

Directors for their support and assistance with this 

project. 

Although the sawmill will be out of service for a 

while, the pause is well worth it. Installing the concrete 

pad will extend the life of the saw’s engines and make 

milling lumber more efficient.  

Milling lumber means turning logs into usable boards; 

for some, it’s a true passion, and the photos show 

exactly why.  

The picture to the left 

features four 17-foot 

poplar logs that we 

later milled into 8-

foot and 16-foot 

boards, which the 4-

H team used for 

fence railings. 

For many volunteers at the sawmill, there is a special 

joy and excitement in seeing a freshly cut piece of 

lumber, knowing it marks the first step in transforming 

wood into a finished masterpiece; the photos below 

capture this feeling perfectly.  

 
“That’s a nice-looking Cherry board!” 

 
“This Cedar is nice!!” 

As a fitting close to 2025, the sawmill crew proudly 

recognizes Bob Short, Kinder Farm Park Maintenance 

Supervisor. Throughout a bustling year of operations, 

Bob offered expert guidance, unwavering support, and 

invaluable advice. For his outstanding contributions, 

the sawmill crew is deeply grateful and is honored to 

name him an Honorary Sawyer. 

The sawmill gang hopes everyone had a safe & happy 

Holiday season and we look forward to seeing 

everyone in 2026! 

 
 

mailto:janetclauson301@gmail.com
mailto:ka_silva@verizon.net
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Hunt

Come and enjoy our annual Easter Egg Hunt, meet the Easter 

Bunny, and enjoy a visit with some of your favorite Farm 

animals. 

Bring your own basket for collecting eggs. 

Egg Hunt areas are provided in each time slot for ages 4 and 

under, and 5 to 8. 

Registration begins on Feb. 18, 2026, visit our website at 

www.kinderfarmpark.org to register and pay. 

Gate Fees Apply 

  

http://www.kinderfarmpark.org/
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BOOK 

Bookmark 
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The Friends of Kinder Farm Park 

Photo Competition 

  

  
Categories: Fauna, Flora, Landscapes and People 
Prizes: Grand Prize to best overall entry $100  

1st place in each category a choice of $50 or an engraved Celebration 
Wheatfield Brick (a $100 value) 
2nd place in each category a choice of $25 or an engraved Celebration Admiral 
Red Brick (a $75 value) 

Deadline: February 28, 2026 

• Photos must be taken on/or after March 1, 2025, within the boundaries of Kinder Farm 

Park and reflect aspects of the beauty and/or life in the park 

• A panel of judges will select winning photos from each category, and winners will be 

notified by email or phone 

• For competition rules and entry instructions see the back of this flyer 
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RULES AND ENTRY INSTRUCTIONS 
1. The categories for this photo competition are  Flora (flowers, trees, plants, etc.); Fauna (all 

animals including fishes, birds, insects, etc.); Landscape; and People in Kinder Farm Park. 

2. Photos must be taken within the boundaries of Kinder Farm Park between March 1, 2025, and 
February 28, 2026. 

3. Participants may submit up to a total of four photos in the competition, in any of the categories, 
either in color or black and white. 

• All photographs must be in digital format (preferably JPG), although they need not be taken 
with a digital cameras.  Scans are acceptable so long as they meet the requirements of 
these rules. 

•  Cell phone photos are acceptable. 

4. This competition is intended to encourage amateur photography; contest entries will not be 
accepted if taken by professional photographers. 

5. All entries must be original work and must not have been previously published.  Participants must 
be the sole owner of copyright for all photos entered and must have obtained permission of any 
people featured in the entries. 

6. Each entry must be accompanied by the following information: 

• The photographer’s (parent/guardian’s contact info is acceptable if photographer’s name and 
age are identified): 

o Name and address 
o Telephone number 
o Email address 

• Photograph title 

• A description of where and the date the photo was taken 

• The category in which each photograph is being entered (only one category per photo) 

• Notes: 

o Entries will be returned if they lack any of the above requested information. 

o Personal details will only be used for the purpose of administering the competition and 
will not be published or provided to any third party without your permission. 

7. Entries must be emailed to photocontest@kinderfarmpark.org with the subject line of “Life in 
the Park Photo Contest. 

8. All entries must be received by February 28, 2026. 

9. The Grand Prize-winning photo will not be eligible for additional prizes in the category in which the 
winning photo was entered. 

10. No entries can be returned, and proof of posting is not proof of receipt.  The organizers accept no 
responsibility for entries lost, damaged, or delayed in the post. 

11. All entries will be judged by a panel of judges who will select the best photographs in each 
category.  The judges' decision will be final, and no correspondence can be entered into. 

12. By entering, participants will be deemed to have agreed to be bound by these rules. 

13. By entering the competition, entrants grant the right for The Friends of Kinder Farm Park to 
display the photographs at Kinder Farm Park; publish and exhibit the submitted photographs in 
print and on the Friends of Kinder Farm Park website. 

14. Prize winners will be invited to attend a Friends Meeting to receive their prizes, if unable to attend, 
the winners will be asked to pick up their prize at the Visitors Center. 

 

mailto:photocontest@kinderfarmpark.org
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Thank You to our 3 New Silver+ Level 
Sponsors for Their Support. 

  

mailto:detailing@madsoaps.com
https://universaltitle.com/
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Thank You to our Silver Level Sponsors for 

Their Continuing Support 

 

 
Individualized Veterinary Care 

Serving Severna Park Since 2013 

410-777-8678 
160 Ritchie Hwy, A9, Severna Park, MD 21146 

 
www.alexanderanimalhospital.com 

 

 

http://www.alexanderanimalhospital.com/
https://firsthome.com/
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Thank You to our 2 New Bronze+ Level 
Sponsors for their support. 

 

realtorcarolynb@gmail.com  

711 Bestgate Road, 

Suite 200, 

Annapolis, MD 21401 

410-224-O600 

Fastest way to reach me: 

410-530-5602 

www.longandfoster.com/CarolynBuchleitner.

com 

 
 

 

Guiding You Home 

Jaime Watt 

Real Estate Advisor 

Compass Real Estate 

2077 Somerville Road, 

Suite 200 

Annapolis, MD 21401 

Mobile:  410-271-6957 

Office:  410-429-7425 

https://jwhometeam.com/ 

 
Connect with Jaime! 

 

mailto:realtorcarolynb@gmail.com
http://www.longandfoster.com/CarolynBuchleitner.com
http://www.longandfoster.com/CarolynBuchleitner.com
https://jwhometeam.com/
https://www.facebook.com/people/Jaime-Watt-of-Compass/100048856974790/
https://www.instagram.com/jaime.watt/?hl=en
https://www.linkedin.com/in/jaime-watt-07013335a/
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Business Community Support 

The Friends of Kinder Farm Park would like to 

encourage our members and friends to support all the 

businesses and organizations featured in this publication 

to show appreciation for the various types of support 

provided to our organization and Kinder Farm Park.  

Our Silver Sponsors provide continuing support with 

their donations.  The businesses listed below offer a 

discount on your purchases with your Friends of Kinder 

Farm Park membership card. 

 
Park Books and LitCoLab  

555 Baltimore Annapolis Blvd 

Severna Park, Maryland 21146 

Merchant discount to the Friends of Kinder Farm 

Park members 10% discount off on any purchase 

online via our website at www.parkbooksmd.com, 

use promo code FRIENDS or, for in-store purchases, 

members must show valid membership card. 

Discount good March 1, 2025 – February 28, 2026. 

                                   568 Governor Ritchie Hwy. 

                                 Severna Park Plaza 

                                Shopping Plaza 

                               Severna Park,  

                               MD  21146 

                                        Phone:  410-647-2453 

Website:  www.nature-junction.com 

Must show your Friends Membership Card here 

and get 15% off large bags of Bird Seed or 10% 

off other purchases 

Biggy’s Farm and Feed 

865 Annapolis Rd. 

Gambrills, MD 21064 

Phone:  410-923-1120 

Visit on Facebook 

Must show your Friends Membership Card here and 

get a 10% discount on most items excluding feed 

Become a Sponsor 

There are many ways your business can sponsor the 

Friends of Kinder Farm Park events and activities. To 

request an information packet with a Sponsorship 
application, email: 

contact@kinderfarmpark.org 

Specify a Subject of "Sponsorship Packet Request" and 
provide the following information: 

• Business Name 

• Business Address 
• Business Phone 

• Contact Name 

• Contact Email 

 

Spring 2026 Newsletter Articles 

This newsletter is made up of articles about the activities 

and events at Kinder Farm Park, the following 

information is provided to people wishing to submit 

articles for the Spring 2026 edition of Down on the 

Farm: 

1st Call for Articles:  March 15, 2025 

Article Deadline:  April 20, 2026 

Scheduled to be Published:  May 3, 2026 

Email Articles to:  mike_lowman@verizon.net  

Articles should be submitted in digital format 

(preferably Word or plain text) and photos can be 

submitted as part of a word document or separately in 

JPEG (jpg) format. 

 

Down on the Farm is a quarterly 
publication of the  

Friends of Kinder Farm Park 

President:  Ruth Heffner 
Vice President:  Alyssa Stoffel 
Treasurer:  Chris Mowry 
Secretary:  Fred Nicklas 
Newsletter Editor:  Mike Lowman 
    Assistant Editor:  Steve Hom 

Contact us at 
contact@kinderfarmpark.org 

For the latest information, visit our website at: 
www.kinderfarmpark.org 

 

http://www.parkbooksmd.com/
http://www.nature-junction.com/
mailto:contact@kinderfarmpark.org
mailto:contact@kinderfarmpark.org
mailto:mike_lowman@verizon.net
mailto:contact@kinderfarmpark.org
https://d.docs.live.net/018f4dad2ae9917d/Documents/Kinder%20Park%20Docs/Newsletter/2020/Spring/www.kinderfarmpark.org

