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Upcoming Events and Activities 

Highlighted here are major upcoming happenings at 

Kinder Farm Park occurring over the next few 

months.  Visit the Friends’ 12 Month Calendar on 

our website to see all the happenings at Kinder 

Farm Park. 

Pop-Up Hayrides  
Come join us for a hayride through the wooded 

trails at Kinder Farm Park on the following 

Saturdays:  March 25, April 29, May 13, and  

June 17.  The cost is $5 per person (cash only) and 

children 3 and under are free.  The first hayride 

departs from in front of the Visitors Center around 

9:00 AM and continues about every half-hour until 

11:30 AM (see flyer on page 11).  

Kinder Farmhouse Openings  
The Kinder Family Farmhouse will be open on the 

following Saturdays:  February 11, March 11, April 

8 and May 13, from 11:00 AM until 3:00 PM.  

Historical Society docents help guide you through 

the house to learn about the Kinder family and the 

farm land that sustained them.  There is no charge 

to tour the house. 

Easter Egg Hunt on April 1, 2023 
Mark your calendar for Saturday, April 1st so that 

you don’t miss our Easter Egg Hunt.  Keep an eye 

out on our website (www.kinderfarmpark.org) for 

details and a link to preregister to participate. 

Meet the Kids on May 20, 2023 
Mark your calendar for Saturday, May 20th so you 

don’t miss our annual Meet the Kids event. This is a 

great opportunity to meet  all the newborn farm 

animals and members of the 4H Livestock Club and 

the Farm Livestock Education Program that care for 

all the farm animals.  Keep an eye out on the 

Friends’ website for more details. 

 

From the President’s Desk 

Welcome to Kinder Farm Park!  I am honored to 

serve as the President of the Friends of Kinder Farm 

Park group.  I have served on the Board of Directors 

for 10 years and have held the position of Treasure 

for the past 5 years, helping to shepherd the Friends 

through the Covid shut down years while still  

(Continued on next page) 
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http://www.kinderfarmpark.org/
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From the President’s Desk (Cont.) 

managing to promote our mission of supporting the 

goals of the park. 

I am pleased to serve with a truly remarkable Board 

of Directors.  I would like to take this opportunity to 

introduce the Board of Directors for the upcoming 

year. 

• President:  Barbara Buchleitner 

• Vice President:  Karen Haghighi 

• Secretary:  Mary Clawson 

• Treasurer:  Chris Mowry 

• Board member, Membership chair:  Jim 

Rausch 

• Board Member, Newsletter and Tractor Club 

chair:  Mike Lowman 

• Board Member, Farm and Livestock 

Director:  Ruth Heffner 

• Board Member, Animal Coordinator:  Jen 

Plant 

• Board Member, Brick Program Chair:  Rich 

Tambascio 

• Board Member, Advisory veterinarian: Eric 

Alexander 

• Board Member, Walking Trails:  Bill Hassel 

Highlights for the upcoming year: 

• Easter Egg Hunt on April 1, 2023 – We will 

have a photo opportunity with the Easter 

Bunny and many animals from the Friends 

Livestock Education Program and the 4H 

Club 

• Meet the Kids on May 20, 2023 – This event 

is hosted jointly by the Friends Livestock 

and Education Program and the 4H Club.  

There will be animals to pet and 

demonstrations of farming activities. 

• Fall Fun Day on October 14, 2023 – Lots of 

games, scarecrow making, crafts, hayrides, 

food, and craft vendors.  

• Jingle Bell Hayride on December 2, 2023 – 

Enjoy a festive hayride on decorated 

wagons, a visit from Santa, a firepit with 

s’more and other goodies. 

 We have an exciting year ahead! We invite you to 

participate as a guest or volunteer.  Nothing we do 

would be possible without a strong community of 

people passionate enough to volunteer their time to 

these efforts.  If you have some time and a passion 

for Kinder Farm Park, please contact us on our 

website at www.kinderfarmpark.org or join us at 

our monthly Board meetings the 2nd Wednesday of 

the month at 6:30 PM in Harvest Hall in the Kinder 

Farm Park Visitors Center. 

Please consider joining us in these activities and all 

the other activities that our amazing park offers.  

See you at the park! 

Barb Buchleitner 

 

Membership Update 

By Jim Rausch, Membership Chair 

Congratulations to Javanika and Harshad Mody, 

winners of a 2023 Anne Arundel County Park Pass!  

The Modys renewed their Friends Membership 

prior to December 31, 2022 and became eligible to 

win the free park pass for 2023.  The drawing was 

held on January 

11, 2023 at the 

monthly 

meeting of the 

Friends Board 

of Directors and 

the Modys' 

name was 

drawn from 

among 86 other 

Friends who renewed or joined prior to the end of 

2022 to become eligible to win the pass.  The 

countywide park pass allows free entry to each of 

the four County Parks which charge gate fees, 

including Kinder, Downs, Quiet Waters, and Ft. 

Smallwood. 

 

(Continued on next page) 
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Membership Update (Cont.) 

Speaking of membership renewal, now is the time 

to renew if you have not already done so.  Renewal 

is quick and easy.  You can join or renew by using 

PayPal or simply fill out a membership renewal 

form and drop off at the Visitors’ Center or mail 

along with your fee to: Kinder Farm Park, 1001 

Kinder Farm Park Road, Millersville, MD 21108.  

Annual fees are $35 for families and $20 for 

individuals.  Go to our website:  kinderfarmpark.org 

for specific instructions to renew or join the 

Friends. Be a Friend, support the Park and all its 

wonderful offerings! 

 
 

 

If you can imagine it, we can design and print it for you! 
www.mypaperinthepark.com 

 

Christmas Mice Invade Farmhouse 

By Diane Rausch & Mike Lowman, Co-Chairs of the FoKFP 

Historical Society 

The Holiday season has always been a special time 

at the Kinder Farmhouse Museum since it opened in 

2014.  Each year the Friends of Kinder Farm Park 

Historical Society with the help of a local garden 

group decorate the Farmhouse and open it up for 

visitors the first two Saturdays in December and the 

second Saturday in January. 

In recent years a new tradition of a visit from a band 

of fun-loving Christmas mice have invaded the 

house.  This year they invaded the kitchen and 

apparently one of the mice borrowed grandma’s 

glasses and it was up to visitors to find five other 

mice in other rooms and discover which one took 

the glasses.  The mice are the creations of Nancy 

Percivil and Bev Frye of the Crofton Garden Club.  

Each year they do a wonderful job setting up the 

mice in scenes that bring smiles to both young and 

old. 

 

 

In addition to the fun that the mice bring to the 

holidays at the farmhouse, decorating is also done 

by: 

• Jill Breeh Rita Custer and other members of 

the Chartwell Garden Club (part of the 

Federated Garden Clubs of Maryland). 

• Members of the Friends of Kinder Farm 

Park Historical Society.  Some of 

decorations reflect the German heritage of 

the Kinder family and others are from the 

1930s and 1940s. 

The Kinder Farmhouse Museum is open to the 

public free of charge on the second Saturday of  

(Continued on next page) 
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Christmas Mice Invade…(Cont.) 

each month from 11:00 AM until 3:00 PM 

throughout the year.  Volunteer docents from the 

Historical Society are on hand to share the history 

of the farm and answer questions. 

Photos of the Holiday Decorated Farmhouse 

 

 

 

 

 

Kinder Farm Park 4-H Turkeys 
By Elsie Hoy, 2023 4H Club Reporter 

The Kinder Farm Park 4H Club raises turkeys each 

year.  You can find them at the coop between May 

and November. In September, we take our turkeys 

to the Anne Arundel County Fair to be judged in the 

Poultry show. 

Having turkeys is a great way for beginning 4H kids 

to experience the fair.  Last year both the Grand 

Champion and Reserve Champion turkeys were 

from our club - Paul Hoy’s turkey, and Isaac 

Velthuis’s turkey, respectively.  

 
Paul Hoy with his Grand Champion Broad Breasted White 

Turkey (Paul Hoy, 2022 Club Photographer) 

 
Elsie Hoy holding her Blue Skate Turkey (Paul Hoy,  

2022  Club Photographer) 
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www.alexanderanimalhospital.com 

 

Individualized Veterinary Care 

Serving Severna Park Since 2013 

410-777-8678 

160 Ritchie Hwy, A9, Severna Park, MD 21146 

 

Why Choose Alexander Animal 
Hospital? 

❖ Daily After-Hours Emergency Service 
until Midnight 

❖ Patient & Compassionate Care Team 
❖ Separate Cat & Dog Waiting Rooms 
❖ Individualized Patient Care 
❖ Emphasis on Client/Pet Owner 

Education 

Services 
❖ Wellness Exams 
❖ Vaccines 
❖ Lost Pet Microchip ID 
❖ Dental Care 
❖ Surgical Services 
❖ And more… 

Hours 

Monday – Friday:  9:00 AM-6:00 PM 
Saturday:  9:30 AM-1:00 PM 

Sunday: Closed 

New Animal Addition 
By Kristine Mase, FLEP Member 

Rosalie-Hope, a Holstein dairy calf, arrived to the 

farm on May 14, 2022.  She was born on a farm in 

Queens Anne County on February 17, 2022.   

A Belated Welcome to the family!!! 

 

 

KFP Quilt Guild 

By Lisa Sternhagen, KFP Quilt Guild Member 

The Kinder Farm Park Quilt Guild meets on the 

third Tuesday of each month from 1 – 3 pm.  First 

and foremost, we meet for friendship and our love 

of quilting, but the guild has coordinated a few joint 

efforts in the past. We created a 1930’s era quilt for 

the KFP farmhouse and have sponsored a booth at 

the Kinder Park Fall Fun Festival.  

 
1930 Quilt on bed at the Kinder Farmhouse 

(Continued on next page) 
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KFP Quilt Guild (cont.) 

Quilters of all skill levels are welcome to join us to 

share your expertise or get tips and advice from 

others. Bring your current quilting project to work 

on or come with questions or just to chat. If you 

choose to become a member, annual dues are $10. 

We meet in the Kinder Farm Park Visitor's Center, 

but during warmer weather, we like to meet in the 

picnic pavilions. Please check the 12 Month 

Calendar on the Friends’ website at 

http://www.kinderfarmpark.org/calendar.html for 

any changes to time and date. 

 

Apprentice Garden, Winter 2023 

By Janet Clauson, Apprentice Garden Co-Chair 

The Apprentice Garden at Kinder Farm Park is a 

program organized by the University of Maryland 

Extension Master Gardeners.  It occupies two of the 

community garden spaces and is dedicated to 

teaching families with children to grow their own 

produce organically. 

Eight families are recruited each year to join the 

season-long program.  Families have their own 

personal garden space where they can plant 

vegetables of their choosing, and everyone shares in 

the common garden areas.  From April through 

September, Master Gardeners and the families meet 

every Wednesday at 6:30PM to plan, plant, weed, 

water, de-bug, fret over, learn much and harvest 

their own garden-grown vegetables, fruits and 

herbs. 

 

At the beginning of spring, the Apprentice Garden 

is still sleeping under a cover crop of crimson 

clover and straw.  In 

late March, Master 

Gardeners will plant 

cool weather crops in 

the common areas of 

the Apprentice 

Garden, including 

potatoes and greens.  

Rosemary, sage, 

thyme and lavender 

survive the winter in 

our “Mediterranean 

garden”.  Big pots are used to try to keep the mint 

under control, and the hardy perennial survives the 

winter in the pots. 

A large strawberry pot is tucked in a corner.  The 

corner is now called the Strawberry Corner, 

because, since the strawberry runners have room to 

put down roots, they are happily spreading, filling 

space in all directions. 

Master Gardeners will tend these early crops, and 

we will assist our project families with planning 

their garden spaces and planting and tending crops 

of their choice in April and May.  Master Gardeners 

will add squash, cucumber, beans, tomatoes, and 

peppers to the common area garden spaces after the 

danger of frost in mid-May.  Sunflowers, marigolds, 

zinnias and other pollinator-friendly flowers will be 

planted in the back corner of the garden to attract 

bees, wasps, butterflies, and other beneficial bugs. 

Each season, low-till gardening techniques are used; 

no pesticides or herbicides are applied; Leaf-gro is 

used at planting, and organic fertilizer is applied 

monthly.   In the fall, the garden spaces were 

planted with a cover crop of crimson clover to 

improve the soil and to prevent winter weeds from 

growing.  If you peek over the fence, you will see 

cover crop still growing until about the end of April. 

(Continued on next page) 
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Apprentice Garden…(Cont.) 

The cover crop will be removed and composted as 

we get ready for planting spring vegetables.  The 

walkways were covered with newspaper and topped 

with straw to prevent weeds. 

You are welcome to stop by the Apprentice Garden 

any Wednesday evening, when the program is re-

opened, and bring your questions. 

For more information about the Apprentice Garden, 

please contact: 

    Janet Clauson (janetclauson301@gmail.com) or 

    Kristin Silva (ka_silva@verizon.net) 

The University of Maryland Extension programs are 

open to all citizens without regard to race, color, 

gender, disability, religion, age, sexual orientation, 

marital or parental status, or national origin. 

 

Caring for Houseplants 

By Rita Custer, Chartwell Garden Club Horticultural Chair 

Winter is still with us and it will be another two or 

three months or more until spring.  Plants that you 

have brought inside for the winter will also 

appreciate tips for keeping them alive and healthy 

during their stay in the house.  Some suggestions: 

• Plant in the best available light. 

• Check the roots to determine whether the 

pot is still the right size.  If controlling size 

is important to the available space, potting 

up in a larger pot can cause the size to 

increase.  Instead, try cutting back the live 

roots and remember to remove the dead 

brown roots. 

• Don't over water.  It is the number one 

reason that plants die in the house.  

However, they do appreciate humidity, so 

nesting the pots together forms a mini 

climate.  If space is available, an attractive 

container of water will provide humidity.  

Misting also works well. 

• Avoid putting plants near a heat source such 

as a radiator or vent.  Also avoid placing 

them close to a door which lets in cold air. 

• Do not fertilize until evidence of new 

growth is seen.  When you fertilize use 

organic fertilizer made from plant and 

animal products rather than chemicals. 

• Check for damaging insects.  If plants can 

be taken to a sink or tub spray with water 

and a small amount of dish detergent like 

dawn -- like a teaspoon in a 16-ounce spray 

bottle.  Neem, a fungicide and insecticide is 

also an alternative. 

• Many houseplants love being outside for 

summer and early fall.  Base the move 

outdoors on temperatures above 50 degrees 

at night.  Most houseplants will need the 

trees to be leafed out to provide protection 

from the full sun so wait for that. 

 

Changes to the Photo Competitions 

By Mike Lowman, Photo Competition Administrator and 

FoKFP Board Member 

The Friends of Kinder Farm Park have been 

sponsoring the Life in the Park Photo Competition 

since 2010 and in 2020 added the Through Young 

Eyes Photo Competition for younger photographers 

ages 13 and under.   

The contests were started to encourage amateur 

photography at the park, and has resulted in a 

wonderful collection of photographs depicting the 

beauty and variety of nature that is Kinder Farm 

Park; check out on our website gallery at 

www.kinderfarmpark.org. 

Recently the Board had some concerns with the 

photo competitions that have resulted in the 

following changes. 

• The Through Young Eyes Photo Competition is 

discontinued due to very minimal participation 

in the past 3 years since it’s beginning. 

• The Life in the Park Photo Competition will 

change as follows: 

o The competition will start on March 1st and 

end on the last day of February the 

following year. 

(Continued on next page) 

mailto:janetclauson301@gmail.com
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Changes…(cont.) 

o Prizes will be as follows: 

▪ One $100 Grand Prize (best overall 

photo) 

▪ One 1st place prize for each category; 

fauna, flora, landscape, and people. 

Offering a choice of $50 or an engraved 

wheatfield brick (a $100 value) 

▪ One 2nd place prize for each category; 

fauna, flora, landscape, and people. 

Offering a choice of $25 or an engraved 

admiral red brick (a $75 value) 

• Prize winners will be invited to attend a Friends 

Meeting to receive their prizes, if unable to 

attend, the winners will be asked to pick up their 

prize at the Visitors Center. 

For more details and instructions see the flyer on 

page 9. 

 

Interesting Facts About Farm Animals 
From the MSPCA website 

• Goats and sheep don’t have teeth 

on their upper jaw.  They have a 

hard palate that helps them grind 

their food.  

• Goats are great companions for 

other farm animals, including horses, cows, and 

chickens. 

• Sheep make a bleating sound. A baby lamb can 

identify its mother by her bleat. 

• One mature ewe (female sheep) produces 7 to 

10 pounds of newly shorn wool a year – enough 

to make a man’s suit. 

• Goats were the first animal to be domesticated, 

according to many historians. 

• The goat is among the cleanest of animals, and 

is a much more selective feeder than cows, 

sheep, pigs, chickens and even dogs. Goats do 

eat many different species of plants, but do not 

want to eat food that has been contaminated 

or that has been on the floor or the ground. 

• The chicken is the closest living relative to the 

T-Rex. 

• Some breeds of chickens can lay colored eggs.  

The Ameraucana and Araucana can lay eggs of 

green or blue. 

• Pigs are considered the 4th most intelligent 

animal (after chimpanzees, dolphins, and 

elephants).  

• A group of pigs is called a “sounder.” 

• Cows can recognize their names (though they 

may not come when called!). 

• Cows have a memory of about three years. 

• Cows are social animals who 

form bonds with each other. In 

a herd of cows, many will form 

cliques together. 

• Female sheep are called ewes, 

male sheep are called rams, and baby sheep 

are called lambs. 

• A female goat is called a doe. 

• Some wild goats can climb trees and can walk 

along a ledge not much wider than a tightrope. 

• Female ducks are called hens and male ducks 

are called drakes. 

• Ducklings are born ready to leave the nest 

within hours of hatching – their eyes are open 

and they are able to find some of their own 

food. 

• Geese are faithful, mate for life, and mourn 

when their partner dies.  

• Pigs can run 11 miles per 

hour – that’s faster than a 

six minute mile! 

• Cows can sense a storm 

coming and will lie down.  

• Goats have rectangular pupils, allowing them to 

see well in the dark. 

• Pigs don’t have sweat glands, so they must roll 

in mud to stay cool and prevent sunburns. 

******************************* 
 

ttps://www.mspca.org/pet_resources/interesting-facts-about-farm-animals/#:~:text=Interesting%20Facts%20About%20Farm%20Animals%201%20Goats%20and,be%20domesticated%2C%20according%20to%20many%20historians.%20More%20items
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Categories: Fauna, Flora, Landscapes and People 

Prizes: Grand Prize to best overall entry $100  
1st place in each category a choice of $50 or an engraved Celebration 
Wheatfield Brick (a $100 value) 
2nd place in each category a choice of $25 or an engraved Celebration Admiral 
Red Brick (a $75 value) 

Deadline: February 29, 2024 

• Photos must be taken on/or after March 1, 2023, within the boundaries of Kinder Farm 

Park and reflect aspects of the beauty and/or life in the park 

• A panel of judges will select winning photos from each category, and winners will be 

notified by email or phone 

• For competition rules and entry instructions see the back of this flyer 

(Over) 
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RULES AND ENTRY INSTRUCTIONS 
1. The categories for this photo competition are:  Flora (flowers, trees, plants, etc.); Fauna (all 

animals including fishes, birds, insects, etc.); Landscape; and, People in Kinder Farm Park. 

2. Photos must be taken within the boundaries of Kinder Farm Park between March 1,2023 and 
February 29, 2024. 

3. Participants may submit up to a total of four photos in the competition, in any of the categories, 
either in color or black and white. 

• All photographs must be in digital format (preferably in JPG), although they need not be 
taken with a digital cameras.  Scans are acceptable so long as they meet the requirements 
of these rules. 

•  Cell phone photos are acceptable. 

4. This competition is intended to encourage amateur photography, contest entries will not be 
accepted from professional photographers. 

5. All entries must be original work and must not have been previously published.  Participants must 
be the sole owner of copyright in all photos entered and must have obtained permission of any 
people featured in the entries. 

6. Each entry must be marked with or accompanied by the following information: 

• The photographer’s (parent/guardian’s contact info is acceptable as long as photographer’s 
name and age are identified): 

o Name and address 

o Telephone number 

o Email address 

• Photograph title 

• A description of where and the date the photo was taken 

• The category in which each photograph is being entered (only one category per photo) 

• Notes: 

o Entries will be returned if they lack any of the above requested information. 

o Personal details will only be used for the purpose of administering the competition and 
will not be published or provided to any third party without your permission. 

7. Entries must be emailed to photocontest@kinderfarmpark.org with the subject line of “Life in 
the Park Photo Contest. 

8. All entries must be received by February 29, 2024. 

9. The Grand Prize-winning photo will be ineligible for additional prizes in the category in which it 
was entered. 

10. No entries can be returned, and proof of posting is not proof of receipt. The organizers accept no 
responsibility for entries lost, damaged, or delayed in the post. 

11. All entries will be judged by a panel of judges who will select the best photographs in each 
category.  The judges' decision will be final, and no correspondence can be entered into. 

12. By entering, participants will be deemed to have agreed to be bound by these rules. 

13. By entering the competition, entrants grant the right for The Friends of Kinder Farm Park to 
display the photographs at Kinder Farm Park; publish and exhibit the submitted photographs in 
print and on the Friends of Kinder Farm Park website. 

14. Prize winners will be invited to attend a Friends Meeting to receive their prizes, if unable to attend, 
the winners will be asked to pick up their prize at the Visitors Center. 

mailto:photocontest@kinderfarmpark.org
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On the Following Saturdays: 

March 25, 2023 

April 29, 2023 

May 13,2023 

June 17, 2023 

$5/person (cash only) 

Children age 3 and under  

    are free 

• Ticket sales for the hayrides will be in front of  the 

Visitors Center 

• Hayrides will start every half-hour from 9:00 until 

11:30 AM 

• Friends of  Kinder Farm Park members may use their 

free hayride tickets 

• Gate Fees still apply. 

Sponsored By 
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Business Community Support 

The Friends of Kinder Farm Park would like to 

encourage our members and friends to support all 

the businesses and organizations featured in this 

publication to show appreciation for the various 

types of support provided to our organization and 

Kinder Farm Park.   

In addition to the advertisements from: 

• Paper in the Park’s ad on page 3  

• Alexander’s Animal Hospital on page 5  

these following businesses offer a discount on your 

purchases with your Friends of Kinder Farm Park 

membership card: 

 
Estate Sales & Shoppe 

4A Riggs Avenue 

Severna Park, MD 21146 

Website:  www.redapronestatesales.com 

Must show your Friends Membership Card 

for a 10% discount on sales in retail store only 

Anne Arundel Co. Farm, Lawn and 

Garden Center 
478 Jumpers Hole Rd  

Severna Park, MD 21146 

Website:  aalawnandgarden.com 

Must show your Friends Membership Card 

here and get a 10% discount 

568 Governor Ritchie 

Hwy. 

Severna Park Plaza 

Shopping Plaza 

Severna Park,  

MD 21146 

Phone:  410-647-2453 

Website:  www.wildbird.com/severnapark 

Must show your Friends Membership Card 

here and get 15% off large bags of Bird Seed 

or 10% off other purchases 

Gambrills General Store 

865 Annapolis Rd. 

Gambrills, MD 21064 

Phone:  410-923-0960 

Visit on Facebook 

Must show your Friends Membership Card 

here and get a 10% discount on most items 

excluding feed 

 

Become a Sponsor 

There are many ways your business can sponsor the 

Friends of Kinder Farm Park events and activities. 

To request an information packet with a 

Sponsorship application, email: 

sponsorship@kinderfarmpark.org 

 Specify a Subject of "Sponsorship Packet Request" 

and provide the following information: 

• Business Name 

• Business Address 

• Business Phone 

• Contact Name 

• Contact Email 

http://www.redapronestatesales.com/
https://d.docs.live.net/018f4dad2ae9917d/Documents/Kinder%20Park%20Items/Newsletter/2018/Spring/aalawnandgarden.com
http://www.wildbird.com/severnapark
mailto:sponsorship@kinderfarmpark.org
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Down on the Farm is a quarterly 
publication of the Friends of 

Kinder Farm Park 
----------------------------------------------- 
President:  Barbara Buchlietner 
Vice President:  Karen Haghighi 
Treasurer:  Chris Mowry 
Secretary:  Mary Clawson 
Newsletter Editor:  Mike Lowman 
Assistant Editor: Kristine Mase 

For the latest information, visit our 
website at:   www.kinderfarmpark.org 

Contact us at 
contact@kinderfarmpark.org 

 

 

https://d.docs.live.net/018f4dad2ae9917d/Documents/Kinder%20Park%20Docs/Newsletter/2020/Spring/www.kinderfarmpark.org
mailto:contact@kinderfarmpark.org

