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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
By Jim Rausch, President of the Friends of Kinder Farm Park

I like to think that Kinder Farm Park (KFP) rates as the
County’s best Park. I acknowledge that I am biased when it
comes to judging which county park has the most to offer the
public. However, there is no disputing the fact that Kinder is
unique in what it provides county residents. Its natural beauty,
miles of trails, first-class athletic fields, giant playground, and
ample wildlife combine nicely with its attraction as a living,
working farm complete with historic farmhouse, barns and
numerous outbuildings, windmill and freestanding silos, farm
ponds, working blacksmith shop and sawmill, vegetable,
flower, and woodland gardens, variety of livestock, tobacco barn museum, and state-of-the-art visitors’ center.
All of these features make Kinder Farm Park a “must” destination for young and old and everyone in between.
But then again, KFP is no secret since hundreds of thousands of people visit every year. If you have not been to
Kinder Park recently, I suggest that you pay it a visit early and frequently in 2014. When you come, be sure to
tour the visitors’ center where you will find interesting farm equipment and tools, as well as a great variety of
interesting farm household artifacts on display. In the visitors center is a gift shop where we sell farm-themed
items on the second Saturday of every month. You’ll also want to stroll through the farm complex to watch and
enjoy the farm animals and perhaps see the blacksmiths and sawyers at work. Don’t miss our antique tractor
exhibit while you are there and feel free to make use of the 288 acres that comprise KFP.
The Friends of Kinder Farm Park is a 501 C (3) non-profit, volunteer organization whose mission is to raise
funds for Kinder Farm Park and to support the preservation, development, and operation of the Park. We are
always looking for new volunteers to assist us in our important and gratifying work! You may contact us by
calling the Park Office at (410) 222-6115 or by visiting our website: www.kinderfarmpark.org
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2014 Friends’ Officers and Board Members
The following slate of the Friends of Kinder Farm Park 2014 Officers and Board of Directors was approved by
the membership at the December 11, 2013 meeting:
Officers
Jim Rausch, President
Michele Rose, Vice-President
Chris Mowry, Secretary
Carrie Fielder, Treasurer
Board Of Directors
Lindsay Barranco
Tom Lahdelma
Mike Lowman
Joe Miller

Rod O'Brien
Bonnie Pavlak
Rich Tambascio

A special, “Thank You!” from the Friends of Kinder Farm Park goes out to Lindsay Barranco, our former secretary and
Dick Mason and Lisa Willis former members of the Board for their faithful service.

Superintendent’s Report
By Bill Offutt, Kinder Farm Park Superintendent

If you have been by the park’s comfort station, you may have noticed a number of black panels on its roof
facing to the south. Solar Energy World, a local company that specializes in energy audits and installation of
solar panels donated fourteen photo-voltaic panels at the end of last summer. Joe Wateski, the manager of their
Energy Services Division, came up with the idea over a year and a half ago while he was walking in the park
with his wife and daughter. The Wateski family lives in Millersville and are frequent park users. Joe pitched
the idea to his company and the park as a way to educate the public about this energy source and give back to
the community at the same time. Some interpretive signage has been placed on the building explaining how
solar works.
The building itself is situated perfectly to produce solar energy.
The roof faces the proper direction and its roof angle maximizes the
amount of sunlight that strikes its solar panels. The panels receive
sunlight almost the entire day except during the very early morning.
The existing roof did not need any type of renovation and could
easily handle the additional weight. At today’s prices, the panels
will produce approximately $600 of electricity per year. The panels
themselves should easily last more than 20 years. Due to the type
of rail system, additional panels can be added to our system.
Maintenance consists of washing the panels off with a mild soap solution every two years. As energy prices
will likely continue to grow, this will turn into a substantial savings of your tax dollars. We have several other
buildings and barns in the park that potentially could become platforms for solar panels. As the manufacturing
process makes them cheaper to install, we hope to take advantage of this alternative energy source. It’s also a
great way to reduce your carbon footprint.
Thanks again to Solar Energy World for this wonderful donation!
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Fall Harvest Festival Needs Your Help
By Michael Lowman, Friends of Kinder Farm Park Newsletter Editor

As the editor of this newsletter over the past few years I have had the privilege
to edit and author articles telling readers about all the wonderful things that
happen at this unique place we know as Kinder Farm Park. As Jim Rausch
pointed out in the “President’s Message (see page 1)” there are a myriad of
activities and features that attract people to the park and make it an important
part of the community. Of course none of this would be possible without the
support of the park staff and the community of volunteers that support the park
year after year.
The kick-off meeting for the 2014 Fall Harvest Festival (FHF) Committee will
be on Wednesday, March 26, 2014 at 6:30 PM in the Visitors Center. Even
though the FHF is not until Saturday, October 11, 2014, preparation requires a lot of time and energy.

Why should I join the FHF Committee?
The FHF is the largest fundraiser for the Friends of Kinder Farm Park, the money raised goes directly back to
supporting the park. So volunteering to help on the committee is a way of giving back or should I say giving
forward to support the park. The committee meets at 6:30 PM, once a month, on the fourth Wednesday of the
month in the Visitors Center.

What type of help are you looking for?
We need people who are willing to lead and/or assist in the following areas:
 Advertising
 Volunteer Coordination
 Games
 Events and Demonstrators
 Crafts
 Scarecrow Clothing
 Venue
 Equipment






Lining Up Food Vendors
Volunteer Food Preparation
Sales
Boo Barn Set-up

If you would like to help out, come to the meeting on March 26th; for more information about the FHF
Committee contact chairperson, Michele Rose at kfpfriend@verizon.net.

How can I or a group I’m associated with volunteer to help at the FHF ?
The festival itself requires about 400 volunteers between middle school age and adult to help set-up and run the
event, this year we want to start lining up volunteers early. If you would like to volunteer please contact ranger
Nolley Fisher at rpfisher@aacounty.org or call the park office at 410-222-6115.

Preschool Nature Hour
By Shawna Chesto, Kinder Farm Park Ranger

Join us for an hour of stories, activities, and crafts at 9:45 AM on every third
Thursday from February through April (Feb. 20th, Mar. 20th, and Apr.17th). This
program is designed to introduce preschoolers, ages 3-5, to the joy and wonder
of the natural world around them. A $5.00 fee per child/session is due at
registration. Spaces are limited so stop by the Visitor Center to register today!
Gate fees charged.
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The Apprentice Garden is a Family Affair
By Janet Clauson, Master Gardener and Apprentice Garden Chairperson

The Apprentice Garden at Kinder Farm Park is a program organized by the University of Maryland Extension
Service Master Gardeners. It occupies two of the community garden spaces and is dedicated to teaching
families with children to grow their own produce organically. Each family has personal garden space and
shares in the common garden areas. The master gardeners and families meet every Wednesday at 6:30 pm to
plant, weed, water, de-bug, fret over, learn much and harvest their own garden-grown vegetables, fruits, and
herbs.
In their personal plot, families are encouraged to plant their own unique choice of seeds and sets. The 2013
garden had a wide variety of vegetables: corn (gobbled by squirrels caught in the act!); many kinds of heirloom
and hybrid tomatoes; jalapeno, banana and bell peppers; cucumber, squash and zucchini; lettuces, beans, peas,
beets, radishes; okra, broccoli and Brussels sprouts; potatoes, two kinds of melons, and herbs and flowers.
Families shared the bounty of their garden spaces and everyone took a share of the vegetables grown in the
common areas, including zucchini, potatoes, tomatoes, strawberries, melons and herbs.
To close the Apprentice Garden in the fall, master gardeners removed and composted all plant material and
planted a cover crop in the planting areas and spread straw on the pathways. The winter wheat/annual rye will
grow tall over the winter and will nourish the soil with nitrogen. It will also prevent weeds from choking the
planting areas and will be cut down in May to serve as cover for the pathways. In addition to the family plots
and common planting areas, the perennials and the strawberry plants were transplanted back into their
respective spaces. The herb garden was readied for winter.
Planning is underway for the Apprentice Garden for 2014. If anyone is interested in more information, or would
like to join us next year, please contact Janet Clauson (janetclauson@hotmail.com) or Suzy Urick at
(scurick@gmail.com). University of Maryland Extension programs are open to all citizens without regard to
race, color, gender, disability, religion, age, sexual orientation, marital or parental status, or national origin.
The Apprentice Garden project meets through the season each Wednesday at 6:30pm at the community gardens
at Kinder Farm Park in Millersville. We will open in early March, preparing the planting areas, planting
potatoes and direct-sowing lettuces. You are most welcome to join us.

Summer Bounty

Prepared for Winter
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Spring is Coming to Wooden Nickel Park
By Grace Fielder, Member of Wooden Nickel Park

On Saturday, March 22nd, Wooden Nickel Park will be hosting a
second tree and flower planting at Kinder Farm Park. This is a followup to the hugely successful fall planting conducted October 26th.
Over 200 native trees were planted in the wooded area south of the
visitor center’s parking lot. The project is supported by a generous
grant from the Chesapeake Bay Trust and the Anne Arundel County
Forestry Board. The area to be replanted was cleared of invasive
species and is being replanted with oaks, maples, tulip poplar, sweet
gum, forest pansy, and shadblow. These are all native to the MidAtlantic area. We’re even planting wildflowers, so we can enjoy
butterflies in the meadow. So come join us at 9:00 AM on Saturday March 22nd; rain date is March 29th.
Additionally, we would like everyone to save the day for our third annual Wooden Nickel Park Family Fun
Fest. On Saturday, June 7th come join us for the 1K Fun Run, hayrides and lots of
children’s activities and games. We may even have some special critters visiting us.
We also plan on showcasing our replanting efforts and give guided tours of the area.
So please join us Saturday, June 7th, just outside the Kinder Farm Park visitor
center. Festivities will get underway at 10:00 AM.
Again we would like to thank Lawn Wrangler, a local landscape firm for their
support.
To learn more about the Wooden Nickel Park or make a donation, check out the
website at www.woodennickelpark.org or call 301-490-3207.

Family Bird Walks
By Stacy Epperson, A.A.Co. Bird Club Chairperson and FoKFP Member

Join Stacy Epperson, the Anne Arundel Bird Club Youth Chairperson for Family Bird
Walks through Kinder Farm Park on Sunday March 2nd, April 6th, and May 4th. All of
the walks are for beginners and families (no dogs or strollers), and will be from 8-10
am. Meet at the first parking lot on the left after the gatehouse by the Visitors Center
(there is no charge for the walk; however, the park entrance fee does apply). Please
bring binoculars and/or guide books/apps if you have them. Walks will be cancelled
for inclement weather. Contact Stacy Epperson at
410-987-7533 or stac.epperson@gmail.com for questions or questionable weather.

Taken by Wendy Crowe at
Kinder Farm Park
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Bunk’s Ponderings
By Farmer Bunk and Sponsored by the FoKFP Farm Education Committee

Animal/Plant Log Entries
Here are the observations in the Animal/Plant Log (kept at the park office
reception desk) since the fall newsletter. The log is a great way to share your recent encounters with animals
and plants while in the park. Note photos, unless otherwise noted are from the internet and are based on the
observer’s description.
Date

Seen By

12/6/2013

T.H.W.

Animal/Plant

Location

Details

Cattail Pond

Five

Perimeter Trail between
mile marker 1 and 1.5

Ten

Cattail Pond

Two

Near the gatehouse

two

Hooded Mergansers
12/8/2013

T.H.W

Female Deer
12/6/2013

Sandy

Red Headed Mergansers
12/7/2013

Michael

Red Tailed Hawks

(Continues on next page)
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Animal/Plant Log Entries (Cont.)
Date

Seen By

12/21/2013

V. Dobbs

Animal/Plant

Location

Details

Bunk’s Pond

Female Belted Kingfisher
1/13/2014

Bunk’s Pond

R. Stewart

Surfaced nearby,
lifted head and
looked around then
re-submerged

Otter**

**Most likely R. Stewart saw a Muskrat that has recently been patrolling
the banks of Bunk’s Pond.

Muskrat

Eco-Goats Come to Kinder Farm Park
After September through late winter the number of farm animals
decreases considerably due to the sale of 4H projects at the county fair.
Recently, thanks to Eco-Goats, two nanny goats and three kids now
occupy the central goat pen located between the Comfort Station and
the Blacksmith Shop.
This spring when the 4H needs the goat pen for their projects, the EcoGoats will be located to another area of the park where they will
“greenly” remove invading vegetation. This is the second time EcoGoats have helped at Kinder Farm Park. In the summer of 2011 several
goats were fenced in the area that was terribly overgrow between the Tobacco Barn and the area below the
fence behind the Visitors Center. Within a couple months the goats had cleaned up the area that has remained
clear and useful since.
For more information about Eco-Goats visit www.eco-goats.com .
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Goats Grazing Facts
Excerpted from the Eco-Goats website www.eco-goats.com



Goats were one of the first animals to be domesticated by humans about 9,000 years ago. Today, there
are some 200 different breeds.



Goats love broad leafed material, which means brush and invading field vegetation are consumed. But
they don't prefer grass, so it is left to flourish.



Corporations such as Google are using goats for
vegetation management. Google wanted a clean air
alternative to noisy gas powered lawn mowers and
didn't want toxic chemicals for their weed control…



Goats are agile and light on their feet, so they can be
gentler than machinery when working on historical
sites and other areas that need special consideration.



Goats will graze all day, going through very dense
material at about a quarter acre per day per 30 goats
(this can vary widely depending on many factors
including density, location and vegetation species).

Eco-Goats at Kinder Farm Park in 2011



Goats have a narrow, triangular mouth that allows
them to crush what they eat, so seeds that might otherwise get passed through to fertilization are not
viable. This is a true advantage, since machine cutting only encourages further growth in the next
growth cycle.



Goats fertilize as they graze, then trample the fertilizer, so that the wanted grasses and other vegetation
left behind are given a natural boost!

Need Help at the Friends’ Gift Shop
By Rich Tambascio, FoKFP Board Member and Gift Shop Proprietor

The new Gift Shop hours for 2014 will be on the second Saturday of each month from 11:30 AM to 2:30 PM.
The plan is to have two shifts; the first from 11:30 AM to 1:00 PM and the second from 1:00 to 2:30 PM.
Therefore we will need two volunteers for each Saturday. Also we would like to open on additional days when
other activities are taking place in the park that may generate potential Gift Shop sales. If you are interested in
volunteering, please send you contact information to Rich Tambascio via e-mail at rmtambascio@verizon.net or
by phone at (410) 991-8596
In addition, Rich is seeking someone with retail or marketing experience to help improve the Gift Shop
operation and sales. This person does not have to volunteer for Saturday duty but can merely provide their
expertise. If you are interested please contact Rich.

Friends of Kinder Farm Park Newsletter – Winter 2014

Page 9

The Friends of Kinder Farm Park

2014 Kinder Farm Park
Photo Competition

Categories: Flora, Fauna, Landscapes and People
Prizes:
$50 Gift Card to 1st place in each category
A 2015 Pass to the Park for 2nd place in each category
Deadline: October 31, 2014
Photos must be taken after November 1, 2013 within the boundaries of Kinder
Farm Park and reflect aspects of the beauty and/or life in the park
 A panel of judges will select two winning photos from each category, and
winners will be notified by email or phone
 For competition rules and entry instructions see the back of
this flyer or visit our website at: www.kinderfarmpark.org
This contest is co-sponsored by the Department of Recreation and Parks
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PHOTO COMPETITION RULES
AND ENTRY INSTRUCTIONS
1. The categories for this photographic competition are: Flora (flowers, trees, plants, etc.); Fauna
(all animals including fishes, birds, insects, etc.); Landscape; and, People in Kinder Farm Park.
2. Photos must be taken within the boundary of Kinder Farm Park during between Nov. 1, 2013 and
October 31, 2014.
3. Entrants may submit up to a total of four photos in the competition, either as digital images or
prints in color or black and white.
 Photographs can be submitted in digital format (preferably JPG), with a maximum of 10mb
per email.
 Photographs submitted in print form should be no larger than 8” X 10”. Note that they will
be digitally scanned for judging purposes.
4. This competition is intended to encourage amateur photography in our county parks.
Photography is just one of the many activities enjoyed by park visitors. Contest entries will not be
accepted from professional photographers.
5. All entries must be original work and must not have been previously published. The entrants must
be the sole owner of copyright in all photos entered and must have obtained permission of any
people featured in the entries.
6. Each entry must be marked with or accompanied with an email that includes:
 The photographer’s:
o Name and address,
o Telephone number,
o Email address, and
o Photograph title.
 A description of where and when the photo was taken.
 The category In which each photograph is being entered (only one category per
photo)
Note: Personal details will only be used for the purpose of administering the competition and
will not be published or provided to any third party without your permission.
7. Entries can be submitted in two ways:
 By email to mike_lowman@verizon.net with the subject line of “2014 KFP Photo Contest””
 By mail to:
2014 KFP Photo Contest
1001 Kinder Farm Park Road
Millersville, MD 21108
8. All entries must be received by October 31, 2014.
9. No entries can be returned and proof of posting is not proof of receipt. The organizers accept no
responsibility for entries lost, damaged or delayed in the post.
10. All entries will be judged by a panel of judges who will select the best photographs in each
category. The judges' decision will be final and no correspondence can be entered into.
11. By entering, entrants will be deemed to have agreed to be bound by these rules.
12. By entering the competition entrants grant the right for The Friends of Kinder Farm Park to display
the photographs at Kinder Farm Park, publish and exhibit the submitted photographs in print or on
their website
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Friends of Kinder Farm Park (FoKFP)
12 Month Calendar
February 2014
12 — Publish Winter Down on the Farm newsletter
19 — FoKFP Historical Society Meeting at 6:30 PM in the Visitor’s Center Conference Room
20 — 9:45 AM Preschool Nature Hour at the Visitors Center, $5 fee per child (ages 3-5), pre-registration
required at the Visitors Center
22 — 9:00 AM until 1:00 PM, Farmhouse Work Party

March 2014
1 — Volunteer Banquet at 4:00 PM (by invitation only) in the Visitor’s Center Harvest Hall
2 — Family Bird Walk, 8:00 AM -10:00 AM, Meet at the Visitors Center Parking Lot, Contact Stacy Epperson
at 410-987-7533 or stac.epperson@gmail.com for questions or questionable weather
12 — FoKFP Meeting at 6:30 PM in the Visitor’s Center Harvest Hall
17 — First Call for Spring Newsletter Articles
19 — FoKFP Historical Society Meeting at 6:30 PM in the Visitor’s Center Conference Room
20 — 9:45 AM Preschool Nature Hour at the Visitors Center, $5 fee per child (ages 3-5), pre-registration
required at the Visitors Center
22 — Wooden Nickel Park Tree and Flower Planting at 9:00 AM (rain date March 29th)
26— Kick-off meeting for the 2014 Fall Harvest Festival Committee at 6:30 PM in the Visitor’s Center

April 2014
6 — Family Bird Walk, 8:00 AM -10:00 AM, Meet at the Visitors Center Parking Lot, Contact Stacy Epperson
at 410-987-7533 or stac.epperson@gmail.com for questions or questionable weather
16 — FoKFP Historical Society Meeting at 6:30 PM in the Visitors Center Conference Room
17 — 9:45 AM Preschool Nature Hour at the Visitors Center, $5 fee per child (ages 3-5), pre-registration
required at the Visitors Center
19 — Deadline for Spring Newsletter articles
23 — Fall Harvest Festival Committee Meeting at 6:30 PM in the Visitors Center Harvest Hall

May 2014
4 — Family Bird Walk, 8:00 AM -10:00 AM, Meet at the Visitors Center Parking Lot, Contact Stacy Epperson
at 410-987-7533 or stac.epperson@gmail.com for questions or questionable weather
14 — FoKFP Meeting at 6:30 PM in the Visitor’s Center Harvest Hall
14 — Publish the Spring Down on the Farm newsletter
21 — FoKFP Historical Society Meeting at 6:30 PM in the Visitor’s Center Conference Room
26 — Antique Tractors and 4H Livestock Club participate in the Glen Burnie Memorial Day Parade
28 — Fall Harvest Festival Committee Meeting at 6:30 PM in the Visitor’s Center Harvest Hall
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June 2014
7—
15 —
18 —
25 —

Wooden Nickel Park Family Fun Fest at 10:00 AM
First Call for Summer Newsletter Articles
FoKFP Historical Society Meeting at 6:30 PM in the Visitor’s Center Conference Room
Fall Harvest Festival Committee Meeting at 6:30 PM in the Visitor’s Center Harvest Hall

July 2014
4—
9—
16 —
20 —
23 —

Antique Tractors and 4H Livestock Club participate in the Severna Park Independence Day Parade
FoKFP Meeting at 6:30 PM in the Visitors Center Harvest Hall
FoKFP Historical Society Meeting at 6:30 PM in the Visitor’s Center Conference Room
Deadline for Summer Newsletter articles
Fall Harvest Festival Committee Meeting at 6:30 PM in the Visitor’s Center Harvest Hall

August 2014
13 — Publish Summer Down on the Farm newsletter
20 — FoKFP Historical Society Meeting at 6:30 PM in the Visitor’s Center Conference Room
27 — Fall Harvest Festival Committee Meeting at 6:30 PM in the Visitor’s Center Harvest Hall

September 2014
3—
10 —
10 —
24 —

FoKFP Historical Society Meeting at 6:30 PM in the Visitor’s Center Conference Room
FoKFP Meeting at 6:30 PM in the Visitor’s Center Harvest Hall
First Call for Fall Newsletter Articles
Fall Harvest Festival Committee Meeting at 6:30 PM in the Visitor’s Center Harvest Hall

October 2014
11 —
15 —
22 —
29 —
31 —

Kinder Farm Park Annual Fall Harvest Festival from 10:00 AM – 4:00 PM
Last FoKFP Historical Society Meeting for 2014 at 6:30 PM in the Visitor’s Center Conference Room
Fall Harvest Festival Committee Follow-up Meeting at 6:30 PM in the Visitor’s Center Harvest Hall
Deadline for Fall Newsletter articles
Deadline for the 2014 Kinder Farm Park Photo Competition

November 2014
12 — FoKFP Annual Membership Meeting at 6:30 PM in the Visitor’s Center Harvest Hall
12 — Publish Fall Down on the Farm newsletter

December 2014
6 — Jingle Bell Hayride, preregistration required details to be announced
8 — First Call for Winter Newsletter Articles

January 2015 FoKFP membership fees are due
1—
14 —
21 —
24 —

Kick off of the 2015 Kinder Farm Park Photo Competition
FoKFP Meeting at 6:30 PM in the Visitor’s Center Harvest Hall
1st FoKFP Historical Society Meeting for 2015 at 6:30 PM in the Visitor’s Center Conference Room
Deadline for Winter Newsletter articles
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Merchants Discounts to FoKFP Members
We wish to thank and encourage you to shop the following vendors that offer the indicated discounts to the Friends of
Kinder Farm Park (show membership card):
The Wild Bird Center – 20%
568 Governor Ritchie Highway
Severna Park Plaza Shopping Center
Severna Park, MD 21146
Phone: (410) 647-2453
www.wildbird.com/franchisee/sev/home
Anne Arundel County Farm and Garden (Farmers Co-op) – 10%
155 8th Avenue N.
Glen Burnie, MD 21061
Phone: (410) 766-8400
email: AACOFarmLawnGarden@yahoo.com
Country Feed and Gardens and Pets – 10%
865 Annapolis Road
Gambrills, MD 21054
Phone: (410) 923-0960

Down on the Farm is a quarterly publication of the Friends
of Kinder Farm Park
President: Jim Rausch
Vice President: Michele Rose
Treasurer: Carrie Fielder
Secretary: Chris Mowry
Newsletter Editor: Mike Lowman
Please visit our web site:
http://www.kinderfarmpark.org/

