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NO MATTER HOW LONG THE WINTER,
SPRING IS SURE TO FOLLOW
English proverb

Proverb and Photos Contributed By Chinmay Singh, Member of the 4H Livestock club
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Meet the Rangers
Recently two new rangers joined the Kinder Farm Park
staff and graciously shared the following about
themselves.
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Volunteer Experience: Friskey’s Wildlife & Primate
Sanctuary, MD Federal & State Licensed Master
Wildlife Rehabilitator; Alturas Wildlife Sanctuary
& Rehabilitator Costa Rica; Hawaii Volcanoes
National Park (U.S. National Park Service) Kilauea
Hawaii; Weed Warriors Montgomery Parks; United
Way MD 2014; Days End Farm & Horse Rescue
MD; Diamond’s Bluff Horse Farm MD.
Feel free to stop by and say hello. I am excited to
be joining the Kinder Farm team and looking
forward to meeting everyone.

Jessica
***********************

Hello!!
My name is Jessica Furr and I was recently hired
at Kinder as the newest Full-Time Park Ranger. I
was a seasonal Park Ranger at Downs Park in Anne
Arundel County for the past year before starting
here at Kinder Farm.
I have 14 years of Recreation and Parks experience
working in county government settings and
National Parks. I started out my parks career in
2006 with the Maryland-National Capital Park and
Planning Commission of Montgomery County
working as a seasonal staff member and volunteer at
a maintenance facility inside a regional park. This
was a nice place to begin learning the behind the
scene functions of park operations, maintenance and
athletic field renovations.
In 2008 I was hired as a Full-Time Program Facility
Manager’s Aide working under a Public Affairs,
Community Outreach and Marketing division to
assist in special event management for park
facilities.
During my time with MNCPPC I was given the
opportunity to work with Master Gardeners,
Horticultural staff, Arborist, Equestrians and Park
Police.
After a catastrophic flood hit my home town of
historic Old Ellicott City, I relocated to the
Pasadena Lake Shore area and decided to re-route
my career to pursue my dream of becoming a Park
Ranger.
My education background is focused in
Environmental Science and Coastal Ecology.

Hello everyone,
My name is Sam Ziff. I have spent the majority of
my life in Severna Park. I actually grew up less
than two miles away from Kinder Farm Park. I
attended Edinboro University of Pennsylvania,
where my major was Individualized Studies with
focuses in Outdoor Recreation Management and
Communication.
I worked as a Seasonal Park Ranger for the county
for roughly two years at Lake Waterford Park
before I became a Full-time Ranger. I currently
hold a split position, meaning half of the year I will
be working as a Ranger in the Resource
Conservation and Protection Division and the other
half I will be here at Kinder. Please feel free to stop
by and say hello at any time!

Sam
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Friends’ Projects at Kinder Farm
Park
The money that the Friends of Kinder Farm Park
raise from events like the Easter Egg Hunt, Meet the
Kids, the Fall Harvest Festival, and the Jingle Bell
Hayride all are used to support the park where
needed to fund projects and activities.
Here are some of the projects that have recently
been funded by the Friends of Kinder Farm Park:
• Provided funding for seeds to support the
restoration of a meadow along the
Wildflower Trail; a project proposed and
lead by one of the park rangers.
• Purchased, at the request of the former park
superintendent, a deer feeding station to help
with the control of deer ticks in the park.
• Contracted a builder, who replaced the metal
roof and gutters on the Kinder Farmhouse
(see article on page 6)
• Re-equipped the Woodshop with needed
tools.
• Purchased materials needed by the Kinder
Woodshop to replace:
o the Ice House ramp and steps, and
o the handicap access ramp and side
porch on the Kinder Farm House
(see article on page 6).
• Hired a plumber to repair the windmill water
pump, which is pumping water into the
Duck pond again.
• Financing a major electrical upgrade to the
farm complex, which is currently underway
(see article on this page).

Little Problems Aren’t Always Little
By Kirk Platt, Member Friends of Kinder Farm Park

At the request of the
Historical Society I was asked
if I could find an electrician to
fix the side porch light on the
Kinder Farmhouse. A light
that has not worked for a
number of years.
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My electrician friend, Troy agreed to take a look,
probably thinking it was something minor. As it
turned out, he discovered that the kitchen ceiling
light connected to the same circuit as the porch light
was sparking in the ceiling every time the switch
was flipped. Four hours later, Troy, with me
assisting had both lights working and a fire hazard
that could have flared at any time, averted.

Major Electrical Upgrades to Farm
Complex
By Kirk Platt, Member Friends of Kinder Farm Park

Over recent years demands on the electrical power
to the farm complex have risen due to the increase
in the farm animal population and other power
demands to support ongoing activities in and around
the Farm complex
area. Lack of
outlets in the
barns resulted in
use of multiple
extension cords
plugged into light
sockets in animal
stalls, which often
caused breakers to
flip. A strong indication of a problem and a
potential fire hazard.
Later last year, after investigation into the sources
and ways the power was being used in the complex
the situation was brought before the Friends along
with a plan and estimates to resolve the situation.
At the February Friend’s meeting the board
approved up to $15,000.00 for a power upgrade
project which also included total rewiring of all
animal stalls to provide:
• New brighter LED lighting
• Two GFI outlets, one in the rear of the stall
and one at the front of the stall
• Light switch in front of the stalls and fan
control inside the stall.
(Continued on next page)
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www.alexanderanimalhospital.com
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Electrical Upgrades… (Cont.)

Individualized Veterinary Care
Serving Severna Park Since 2013
410-777-8678
160 Ritchie Hwy, A9, Severna Park, MD 21146

New animal stall configuration

The project would be in two phases, the first
targeted the small animal barn that primarily houses
the pigs, sheep and sometimes goats. Additionally,
the first phase would include installation of a new
power panel in the Wood Working Shop. The
second phase would address the large animal barn
and rewiring the Woodworking Shop for more
efficient use of the power.

Why Choose Alexander Animal
Hospital?
❖
❖
❖
❖
❖

Daily After-Hours Emergency Service
until Midnight
Patient & Compassionate Care Team
Separate Cat & Dog Waiting Rooms
Individualized Patient Care
Emphasis on Client/Pet Owner
Education

The work in the first phase which began in late
February has proceeded as follows:
•

•

Services
❖
❖
❖
❖
❖
❖

Wellness Exams
Vaccines
Lost Pet Microchip ID
Dental Care
Surgical Services
And more…

Hours
Monday – Friday: 9:00 AM-6:00 PM
Saturday: 9:30 AM-1:00 PM

Sunday: Closed

•

Dave Brooks from Kinder Farm Park
maintenance and Kirk Platt purchased all
materials needed to do both phases in an
effort to keep ever increasing costs down,
which saved about $550.
An upgrade, by a qualified electrician from
the 100 AMP panel to a 200 AMP panel
with inspection approval by the county
Dave Brooks with
Kirk’s assistance
rewired the stalls,
added an external
outlet to the
outside of the
small animal barn,
and upgraded the Wood Working Shop
panel for 200 AMP service.
(Continued on next page)
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Electrical Upgrades… (Cont.)
•

All of the stall fans and one of the two
exhaust fans were cleaned and reconditioned
as needed by Ranger Helen Overman and
Kirk.
• One stall fan in the small animal barn could
not be fixed; however, using an unused stall
fan from the large animal barn, they were
able to combine parts and get one working
fan out of the two.
• A second exhaust fan was not working and
could not be repaired, and a new larger fan
was purchased and will be installed.
The first phase of the project has been completed,
all that remains is the installation of the new
exhaust fan.
Work on the second phase of the project involves
coordination with an electrician and BGE to replace
the current 400 AMP service to the large animal
barn with 600 AMP service. The work will include:
• Running a new cable in the underground
conduit from the transformer near the
WWII house to the large animal barn.
• Setting up a generator capable of providing
power to the farm complex for about two
days while the electrical service is switched
over. The cost to rent the generator would
have been about $1,000 (rental for
generator plus fuel to run it for 2 days);
however, John Mortez, the owner of Action
Electric is loaning a generator for the cost
of the fuel which should run around $200.
• Replacing the current 400 AMP panel at the
barn with a much larger 600 AMP panel,
will also require rebuilding the existing
power shed to accommodate the larger
panel.
• Rewiring the stalls to the new
configuration, and cleaning and
reconditioning all the fans.
• Installing a new outlet on the outside of the
Large animal barn
• Rewiring in the Wood Working Shop to put
the outlets and switches on separate circuits
in the Wood Working Shop.

Page 5

Originally it was anticipated that phase two would
not be completed until the Fall, because of the usual
increase demands on park staff time during the
summer take up Dave Brooks’ availability to rewire
the large animal barn. However, the recent covid19 restrictions on the park have made it possible
that by the time this article is published in early
May, the work will at least be at or near completion.

Awesome Maryland Flag
By Roy Fielder, Member Farm Education Livestock Group

Under the
supervision of Roy
Fielder, kids of the
Farm Education
Livestock Group
built this garden
shed in the new
upper field garden
area.
The awesome
Maryland Flag was painted by Michael and Charlyn
Baillie. They also revamped and spruced up the
chicken coup in the new upper field garden.

Don’t interfere with somethin’ that
aint botherin’ you none.
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Kinder Farmhouse Work

boardwalk on the handicap ramp and wood
planking on the side porch.

The old metal porch rooves on the Kinder
Farmhouse Museum were almost rusted through to
the point where water had leaked through.
Fortunately, the water had not yet soaked through
the tar paper to the wood below.

The Friends of Kinder Farm Park spent over
$11,500.00 for the replacement of the two metal
rooves and the materials for the ramp and porch
work.

The work was done by Frank Dumsha of Pasadena
Roofing. The new rooves were assembled with
heavier gage metal, improved workmanship and are
sealed to prevent any leakage. To keep the labor
costs down Kirk Platt, member of the Friends
assisted the contractor.

Dave and John working on the porch

Volunteer Needed for Garden Care
By Diane Rausch, Historical Society Chair

The gardens that surround
the front and sides of the
Kinder Farmhouse are in
need of some tender
loving care. The
Historical Society is
looking for a volunteer
person or family that is
willing to take care of the gardens,
making sure they are weeded, watered, and tended
to on a regular basis.
If you would like to volunteer, contact Diane
Rausch at drausch730@gmail.com or phone:
(410) 647-6927.

Bird Boxes in Kinder Farm Park
By Zachary McGrath, Life Scout from Boy Scout Troop 339

New metal Porch rooves should last about 30 years

Improvements did not end there. Dave Barry and
John Trageser, members of the Kinder Farm Park
Wood Working Shop, replaced the wooden

Zachary McGrath is a freshman at Severna Park
High School. He is a member of Troop 339, which
meets at Woods Memorial Presbyterian Church in
Severna Park.
In Kinder Farm Park, Eastern Bluebirds are vital
because they eat insects that damage crops and
(Continued on next page)

Friends of Kinder Farm Park Newsletter – Spring Edition 2020

Bird Boxes…(Cont.)
plants, and without them the insect population in
Kinder Farm Park and the surrounding area would
grow out of control.
Unfortunately, during the 1950s and 1960s, the
Eastern Bluebird population went dramatically
down due to invasive species like the House
Sparrow and the European Starling. Fortunately,
during the 1970s, there was a large increase in the
Eastern Bluebird
population because
of the federal ban of
DDT and an
increase of habitat
space. Even though
there has been an
increase in the
Eastern Bluebird
population, there is
still a way to go
until we reach pre1950s Bluebird population levels. That is why I
have chosen to build 65 birdboxes for Kinder Farm
Park as my Eagle Scout service project.
In January, I met with Ranger Cody Schell to
discuss what projects the park needed done. He told
me about the Eastern Bluebirds and how the park
would like to have around 60 more boxes in reserve
to put around the park. I happily agreed and started
to organize my project. In February, I met with the
Friends of Kinder Farm Park. They were very
helpful, and suggested I contact the sawmill to get
lumber for the project. I contacted the sawmill, and
they put in my order of 65 planks and cut and
planed them. I then met with Mr. Kirk Platt at the
woodshop. He helped me and my family cut the
planks into individual pieces for bird box kits, so
my Boy Scout troop and I could assemble them
later. Unfortunately, due to the COVID-19
pandemic, I have had to put the last portion of my
Eagle Scout project on hold. I have continued to
work on some parts of my project from home, and I
look forward to finishing my project and seeing
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several new bird boxes placed throughout Kinder
Farm Park as soon as it is safe to do so.
Credits:
Wixted, Kerry. "Creating a Wild Backyard Eastern Bluebird."
Maryland Department of Natural Resources,
dnr.maryland.gov/wildlife/Pages/habitat/wa
bluebird.aspx. Accessed 18 Apr. 2020.

KFP Quilt Guild – Not Meeting but
Still Sewing
By Marian Barry, Kinder Farm Park Quilt Guild Member

The Kinder Farm Park
has a Quilt Guild which
normally meets in
the KFP Visitor Center
on the third Tuesday of
each month from
1 until 3 pm. Like so
many other organizations, we have currently cancelled our
meetings, but quilters everywhere, our members
included, have not quit sewing. Many now have
more time to get back to and finish their “ufos” –
all those unfinished projects that have been put
away on a shelf for so long. Many quilters, like
others who sew, are using some of their extra
time to make and donate face masks to those
who need them.
Once we are meeting again, quilters of all skill
levels are welcome to join us to share your
expertise or get tips and advice from others, as
you work on your current quilting project. If you
choose to become a member, annual dues are
$10. If you have questions about the guild you
may call Jane Humphrey at 410-551-9345. All
are welcome to join us.
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Americans Stepping Up to Help
Team Serenity is helping medical workers at
Baltimore Washington Medical Center with a meal
a day during the Covid-19 Pandemic and are
looking for donations and volunteers to help.
Meals are something different each day depending
business and community members that get
involved. Delivery of meals are either 11:30 AM or
8:30 PM.
If you would like to help, contact Kirk Plat at
(410) 370-3575.
Below is a copy of the letter from BWMC
confirming this effort:

If you find yourself in a hole, the
first thing to do is stop digging.
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Apprentice Garden, Spring Update
By Janet Clausen, Co-chair of the Apprentice Garden, and
Master Gardener
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and expect to plant squash, cucumber, beans,
tomatoes, and peppers in May.

The Apprentice Garden at Kinder Farm Park is a
program organized by the University of Maryland
Extension Master Gardeners. Gardening is an
excellent outdoor activity for people of all ages, but
our program is presently suspended until after the
stay-at-home directive is lifted by the Governor.
The Apprentice Garden occupies two of the
community garden spaces and is dedicated to
teaching families with children to grow their own
produce organically. Families have their own
personal garden space where they can plant
vegetables of their choosing, and everyone shares in
the common garden areas.
Normally from
April through
September, Master
Gardeners and the
families meet every
Wednesday at
6:30PM to plan,
plant, weed, water,
de-bug, fret over,
learn much and
harvest their own
garden-grown
vegetables, fruits,
and herbs.
Each season, no-till gardening techniques are used;
no pesticides or herbicides are applied; Leaf-gro is
used at planting, and organic fertilizer is applied
monthly. In the fall, the garden spaces were planted
with a cover crop of crimson clover to improve the
soil and to prevent winter weeds from growing.
This past winter, the cover crop did not fare well,
but it did its job, keeping weed growth in the
planting areas to a minimum. The walkways were
covered with newspaper and topped with straw to
prevent weeds.
This spring, Master Gardeners planted cool weather
crops in the common areas of the Apprentice
Garden, including potatoes, 3 kinds of lettuces,
kale, and Swiss chard. Big pots were added to the
garden to “contain” the mint, and also to grow
strawberries. Strawberries are also planted in the
common space. We are tending these early crops,

In Plot #4, highbush blueberry bushes, planted last
fall, are starting to bloom. Thornless blackberry
canes were added in late March. More vegetable
gardening to come! Stay safe in the meantime.
You are welcome to stop by the Apprentice Garden
any Wednesday evening, when the program is reopened, and bring your questions.
For more information about the Apprentice Garden,
please contact:
Janet Clauson at janetclauson301@gmail.com
or Deb Fritz at debfritzdesign@gmail.com
The University of Maryland Extension programs are
open to all citizens without regard to race, color,
gender, disability, religion, age, sexual orientation,
marital or parental status, or national origin.
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Chartwell Garden Club Horticulture
Tips
By Rita Custer, Member Chartwell Garden Club

The closing of schools, businesses, and social separation
this spring has given us more time in the garden.
Staying at home is an opportunity to get things in order
and consider making some changes. Here are some
ideas:
•

Think about reducing some of your lawn and turning
that grass into beds. Grass gobbles up water,
fertilizer, and other chemicals that are not kind to the
planet. Turning grass into beds with a mix of
shrubs, bulbs, groundcover, and small trees is a
better use of your land.

Spring Blooms in the Kitchen Garden
•

•
•

•

If you must fertilize grass or plants use an organic
product made from fish, seaweed, or other
ingredients from organic sources. Stop using
synthetic fertilizers made from chemicals that poison
the soil and waterways. It is often best to use less of
these products than the directions indicate.
Get a soil test before dumping lime or other
chemicals on your lawn or beds to be sure it is
necessary.
Keep invasive plants in mind and learn to identify
them. Some of the invasives in our area are English
ivy, oriental bittersweet, porcelain berry, winter
creeper, Asian wisteria, and honeysuckle. Invasive
shrubs and trees include ailanthus, Bradford pear,
autumn olive, winged burning bush, sumac, and
Japanese barberry.
Stop volcano mulching. Mulch should never be
more than 3 inches deep and kept away from the tree
trunk. Shredded mulch is best.
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•
•

Don’t buy cheap tools. Cheap, flimsy tools will
soon fall apart, but a well made tool will last for
years.
Clean your bird houses and feeding stations.
Nesting season is coming.

Birth Announcements
By Jen Plant, FoKFP Board Member, and Member of the Farm
Education Livestock Group

There has been a small population explosion of 14
births at the farm since the Winter newsletter was
published in February.
On February 26, 2020 Hermione, the ewe had a
baby ram. He is extremely tall and strong and is
named Lincoln.

Hermione and her baby boy Lincoln

Freda the goat had her very first baby, a girl on
March 7, 2020. A pretty little spotted doeling!

Freda and her baby girl, Rebel

(Continued on next page
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Birth Announcements (Cont.)
Lady Ba Ba, the sheep lambed on March 8, 2020.
She had two beautiful boys. Congratulations Ba Ba!
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Seven the Nigerian dairy goat gave birth to a baby
boy named Gunther on April 15, 2020 and he is
doing great!

Lady Ba Ba’s Boys

Brie the dairy goat gave birth to beautiful triplets,
two boys and a girl on March 25, 2020. Their
names are Apollo, Rosie, and Trip.

Seven and her boy Gunther

Dakota the Nigerian Dwarf Dairy goat had
quadruplets on April 18, 2020. Three girls and a
boy. Great job Dakota!

Brie’s Triplets, Apollo, Rosie, and Trip

Muffin the sheep gave birth to twin lambs named
Teddy and Rose on March 25, 2020.
Dakota and her four babies

Meet the Kids Cancelled
In the interest of public safety and the Covid-19
restrictions, this year’s Meet the Kids, originally
scheduled for May 9th has been cancelled.

Muffin with Teddy and Rose

Keep up with the latest farm animal births, by
visiting our website at www.kinderfarmpark.org
and checking out the ‘Animals’ selection.
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A Special Thank You!
By Carrie Fielder, Friends of Kinder Farm Park President

The Covid-19
restrictions caused us
to cancel this year’s
Easter Egg Hunt and
as a result we offered
refunds to all those
who had preregistered
and paid for the event.
It is with great
appreciation that I, on behalf of the Friends of
Kinder Farm Park, thank all of those who donated
the money back to the Friends, funds that will be
used to continue to support the projects and
activities at the park.

1. What species of animal is the chicken believed
to have descended from?
A. Brown Tree Poultry
B. Red Jungle Fowl
C. Green Grass Hen
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6. What is the fastest movement of a horse’s
natural pace?
A. Canter
B. Gallop
C. Trot
7. What is the name for a baby Llama?
A. Foal
B. Lamb
C. Cria
8. What is the name of the smallest breed of pig?
A. American Landrace
B. Mini Maialino
C. Angelyn Saddleback
9. The fat from a sheep is called ‘Tallow’. What
items can be made from this substance?
A. Pots and Pans
B. Shoes and Boots
C. Soap and Candles
10. What color is a Holstein Cow?
A. Brown and white
B. Black and White
C. Grey and white
Answers on page 16

2. How many stomachs does a cow have?
A. 2
B. 6
C. 4
3. Which one of a cow’s stomachs is the one
where its food is finally digested?
A. Abomasum
B. Rumen
C. Recticulum
4. What other birds are ducks related to?
A. Eagles and Falcons
B. Kestrels and Kingfishers
C. Geese and Swans
5. What is a young goat called?
A. Kid
B. Doe
C. Billy

Spring Greetings from the Anne
Arundel Bird Club
Happy Spring to all the Friends of Kinder
Farm Park. The Anne Arundel
Bird Club is normally busy
with bird walks at this time
of year. Migration is
tapering down, and the
serious business of nesting is
upon our feathered friends. Like you, we cannot
participate in our usual activities. Since the best
thing we all can do is observe social distancing and
stay-at-home requests, we encourage you to
continue birding in your yards. Keep you feeders
(Continued on next page)
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Spring Greetings…(Cont.)
full for songbirds and hummers. If you do not have
a (free!) eBird account, create one to help you track
what you are seeing. It’s a great way to track this
history of avian visitors to your home.
We hope you enjoy the articles from our members
Sue and Alan Young on our newly arrived warblers,
and the great native plant advice from Lucie
Lehmann. On behalf of our members, thank you for
your continued support of the Anne Arundel Bird
Club! Stay home and stay safe so we can see you
out in the park again for post-quarantine birding.

Chris Eberly
President, Anne Arundel Bird Club

Warblers – Those Elusive Beauties
By Sue & Alan Young, Anne Arundel Bird Club Members

Migration is here and
it’s time to look for
warblers, those
exquisite little birds
that never stop
moving long enough
to get a really good
view! And many of
them are just passing
through Maryland, so
we only get a few
weeks in the spring
and another few weeks in the fall to get to know
them. The ones that do stay around are pretty
secretive. Of the 56 species in the US and Canada,
37 were found and identified in Maryland in 2019
and reported to eBird.
In the spring they are much easier to find and
identify because they are singing! Their bright,
vibrant colors, in the right light, also give you good
clues. But as many of the warblers stay high up in
the trees, or hidden in dense growth, it can be really
challenging to pin them down.
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The warblers don’t
all come at once.
Among the first to
show up in early
March are the
Louisiana
Waterthrush,
Yellow-throated
Warbler, and Palm
and Pine Warblers.
When you start seeing Blackpoll and Bay-breasted
Warblers, it signals the tail end of migration.
But all is not lost. Several warblers stay in the area
to procreate. At Patuxent North Tract, one of the
best places to find warblers, you can find the
following nesting birds: Ovenbird, Louisiana
Waterthrush, American Redstart, Northern Parula,
and Worm-eating, Black-and-White, Prothonotary,
Kentucky, Hooded, Yellow, and Prairie Warblers.
Migrants like Golden-winged, Blue-winged,
Tennessee, Orange-crowned, Nashville, Cerulean,
Magnolia, Bay-breasted, Blackburnian, Blackpoll,
Palm, Canada, Wilson’s, and Cape May Warblers,
mostly migrate north and return south in the fall.
Mourning and Connecticut Warblers are more often
seen in the fall and only in very small numbers.
Other ‘local’
hotspots for
spring warblers
include
Susquehanna
State Park, and
Milford Mill
Park in
Baltimore
County, just off of Liberty Road. The best place
close by for fall warblers is Cromwell Valley Park
near Towson. It is not un-common to see as many
as 15 or 20 species on a good day.
(Continued on next page)
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Warblers…(Cont.)
One warbler that
can be seen yearround in
Maryland is the
Yellow-rumped or
Myrtle Warbler. A
winter trip to the
Assateague Island
assures that you
will see dozens of the cute little warblers no matter
how windy or cold it is!
To assist in
identifying
warblers, “The
Warbler Guide”
by Tom
Stephenson and
Scott Whittle is
probably the
best. There is
also an app by
the same people to put on your smartphone. The
app allows you to see the bird in an interactive
three-dimensional graphics feature that lets you
look at the bird from the same angle you are
observing the bird in the field. The app also
includes bird songs and has identification
comparisons to other birds you will encounter in the
field, as well as the different views of the bird in the
spring and fall. You can also purchase a tutorial
from the Cornell Lab Bird Academy. “Be a Better
Birder: Warbler ID” is a course that is repeated
every fall and spring to refresh our knowledge of
warblers.
As with all birds, the
best way to get to
know warblers is to
go where they are
and see them for
yourself. We took
our first trip to
Magee Marsh in
Ohio last year, and
truly it was magical.
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Instead of seeing a few of any one species, the birds
are literally dripping off the trees! We look forward
to going on the trip in the future and encourage you
to go.
We may only see these wonderful birds for a
precious few times in the year, but it is an
unparalleled thrill for warbler lovers.

Go Native to Bring in the Birds
By Lucie Lehmann, Anne Arundel Bird Club Member

In this new book,
Nature’s Best
Hope: A New
Approach to
Conservation
That Starts in
Your Yard,
By Lucie Lehmann
University of
Delaware
professor and entomologist Doug Tallamy throws
out a game-changing challenge: “What if each
American landowner made it a goal to convert half
of his or her lawn to productive native plant
communities?”
As birders, we
should be among
the leaders to take
up this challenge.
Why? Because as
we heard in Virgil
Davis’s February
lecture, going
native has myriad
benefits, critical among them creating habitat and
food sources for birds, both migrating and resident
species. Consider, for example, that according to
Tallamy, an astonishing 557 species of moths and
caterpillars are found on native oaks in the MidAtlantic area versus sometimes just one or two –or
even none, on introduced trees like Callery pears
and princess trees. Why is that important? Because
birds rely overwhelmingly on caterpillars, which are
packed with fat and protein, to sustain them on
migration stopovers and to provide food for their
growing young. Introduced tree species, which
unfortunately make up the vast majority of
(Continued on next page)
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Go Native… (Cont.)
suburban yards do not attract native species of
caterpillars and other insects the same way that
native “keystone” species do.
It’s the same with
shrubs and
perennials.
Introduced species
create food deserts
for birds and
native insects –
especially bees,
which pollinate
nearly 90% of all plants and rely on native host
plants for their food and egg laying needs. By now,
most of us are familiar with how monarch
butterflies depend on milkweed for both food and
reproduction, without milkweed they cannot survive
– but many other species of insects have similar
needs.
In order to try
and reverse the
plummeting
numbers of bird
and insect
species, it’s
critical that we
change the way
we think about
and plant our land and gardens, no matter how big
or small, so that they are both beneficial and
beautiful. Some guiding principles: 1) Shrink your
lawn, 2) Educate yourself about native species, 3)
Remove invasive species, 4) Plant key-stone genera,
and 5) Plant for specialist pollinators.
So how do we do that? Depending, of course, on
the size of your property, and your local soil and
light conditions, here are some general guidelines
for our area. In the tree world, native oaks, maples,
willows, cherries, hickories, beeches, and pines are
keystone species, and many provide critical foods,
including seeds and nuts, that jays, woodpeckers,
and many other birds rely on.
In the shrub world viburnum, winterberry, inkberry,
bayberry, serviceberry, chokeberry, beautyberry,
blueberry, buttonbush, sweet pepperbush, sweet
spire, and elderberry play the same role and are all
critical food sources for birds, especially berry-
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loving species like cardinals and grosbeaks.
Additionally, shrubs provide critical nesting habitat
and shade for birds.
Sun-loving native
perennials including
goldenrod –
probably the single
most important
plant for native
bees, according to
Tallamy -- Joe-Pye
weed, tickseed,
coneflower,
sneezeweed, bee
balm and perennial
sunflower are all critical host plants and food
sources and provide long lasting color and beauty,
as well. In the shade, native columbine, foam
flower, trillium, coral bell, phlox, meadow rue and
some aster species are all good choices for
understory plants that provide vegetation that
ovenbirds, towhees and other ground nesters and
foragers depend on. And don’t forget vines like
coral honeysuckle, beloved by hummingbirds and
sphinx moths, Virginia creeper, crossvine and
Dutchman’s pipe; or native grasses including sedge,
bluestem, switchgrass and fescue, which not only
create beneficial habitat but provide nesting
material and vital food sources for sparrows, finches
and other seed-loving birds.
You may not
be a master
gardener or
even particularly attuned to
what might be
best suited for
your yard.
Fortunately,
the heightened awareness of the importance of
native plants has created a plethora of resources that
virtually any homeowner can use to educate him or
herself on what specifically might work in their
gardens, no matter how big or small, shady or
sunny, or the type of soil they have. All of the
following offer online, downloadable native plant
guides that are excellent and provide detailed
(Continued on next page)
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Go Native… (Cont.)
guidelines on what plants are right under what
conditions in Maryland:
• The U.S. Department of Agriculture
(https://plants.sc.egov.usda.gov/%20java/)
• Fish and Wildlife Service
(https://www.fws.gov/chesapeakeBay/pdf/Nativ
ePlantsforWildlifeHabitatandConservationLand
scaping.pdf)
• National Audubon Society
(https://www.audubon.org/native-plants)
• The National Wildlife Federation
(https://www.nwf.org/nativeplantfinder/)

1 B. Red Jungle Fowl
2 C. 4
3 A. Abomasum
4 C. Geese and Swans
5 A. Kid
6 B. Gallop
7 C. Cria
8 B. Mini Maialino
9 C. Soap and Candles
10 B. Black and White

We also have a wealth of local nurseries, plant
societies and arboretums that are knowledgeable
about and/or sell native plants, here are just a few
you can turn to:
• The Adkins Arboretum
(www.adkinsarboretum.org)
• Maryland Native Plant Society
(www.mdflora.org)
• Eco-Oasis (www.Ecoasisgardencenter.com)
• Chesapeake Natives
(www.Chesapeakenatives.org)
There is no one
size fits all plant.
In fact, birds,
insects, and all
wildlife for that
matter need varied
habitats to meet
all of their nesting
and foraging
needs, which is
why it’s critical to
consider diverse and layered plantings. As you
think about the best native plants to introduce to
your garden, think about including an overstory, a
mid-canopy area, as well as an understory. By
doing our part, all of us can help not only to reduce
lawns and eliminate invasive and other introduced
species, but most importantly, provide the food and
habitat for the insects and birds that our planet
depends upon.

Letin’ the cat out of the bag is a lot
easier than putin’ it back in.
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The Friends of Kinder Farm Park Presents

Categories: Fauna (wildlife & farm animals), Flora (flowers, plants & trees), Landscape
(scenery) and People (people activities at the park)
Prizes:
A $75 gift card Grand-Prize for best photo entered in contest
A $50 gift card First Prize for best photo in each of the four categories
A $25 gift card Second Prize for next best photo in each of the four categories
Deadline: December 31, 2020
• Photos must be taken after January 1, 2020, within the boundaries of Kinder Farm Park
and reflect aspects of the beauty and/or life in the park.
• A panel of judges will select winning photos, and winners will be notified by email or
phone.
• For competition rules and entry instructions see the back of this flyer.

(over)
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RULES AND ENTRY INSTRUCTIONS
1. To enter this competition photographers must be age 13 or under when photo is taken.
2. The categories for this photo competition are: Flora (flowers, trees, plants, etc.); Fauna (all animals
including fishes, birds, insects, etc.); Landscape; and People in Kinder Farm Park
3. Photos must be taken within the boundaries of Kinder Farm Park between January 1st and December 31st
of, 2020.
4. Participants may submit up to a total of four photos in the competition, in any of the categories, either as
digital images or prints in color or black and white.
• Photographs can be submitted in digital format (preferably JPG).
• Photographs submitted in print form should be no larger than 8” X 10”. Note: Prints will be digitally
scanned for judging purposes.
5. All entries must be original work and must not have been previously published. The entrants must be the
sole owner of copyright in all photos entered and must have obtained permission of any people featured in
the entries.
6. Each entry must be marked with or accompanied by the following information:
• The photographer’s (parent/guardian’s contact info is acceptable as long as photographer’s name and
age are identified):
o Name and mailing address
o Age
o Telephone number
o Email address
• Photograph title
• A description of where and the date the photo was taken
• The category in which each photograph is being entered (only one category per photo)
• Notes:
o Entries will be returned if they lack any of the above requested information.
o

Personal details will only be used for the purpose of administering the competition and will not
be published or provided to any third party without your permission.

7. Entries can be submitted in two ways:
• By email to photocontest@kinderfarmpark.org with the subject line of “Through Young Eyes Photo
Contest”
• By mail to:
Through Young Eyes Photo Contest
1001 Kinder Farm Park Road
Millersville, MD 21108
8. All entries must be received by December 31, 2020.
9. No entries can be returned, and proof of posting is not proof of receipt. The organizers accept no
responsibility for entries lost, damaged or delayed in the post.
10. All entries will be judged by a panel of judges who will select the best photographs in each category. The
judges' decision will be final, and no correspondence can be entered into.
11. The Grand-Prize winning photo is ineligible for additional prizes in the category in which it is entered.
12. By entering, participants will be deemed to have agreed to be bound by these rules.
13. By entering the competition, entrants grant the right for The Friends of Kinder Farm Park to display the
photographs at Kinder Farm Park; publish and exhibit the submitted photographs in print and on the
Friends of Kinder Farm Park website.
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The Friends of Kinder Farm Park

2020 Life in the Park
Photo Competition

To enter the photographer must be age 14 and over.
Categories: Flora, Fauna, Landscapes and People
Prizes:
$100 Gift Card Grand Prize to best overall entry in contest
$50 Gift Card to 1st place in each category
A 2020 Pass to the Park for 2nd place in each category
Deadline:
December 31, 2020
• Photos must be taken after January 1, 2020, within the boundaries of
Kinder Farm Park and reflect aspects of the beauty and/or life in the park
• A panel of judges will select winning photos from each category, and
winners will be notified by email or phone
• For competition rules and entry instructions see the back of this flyer

(Over)
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RULES AND ENTRY INSTRUCTIONS
1. To enter this competition photographers must be 14 years of age or older when photo is taken.
2. The categories for this photo competition are: Flora (flowers, trees, plants, etc.); Fauna (all animals
including fishes, birds, insects, etc.); Landscape; and, People in Kinder Farm Park.
3. Photos must be taken within the boundaries of Kinder Farm Park between January 1st and December 31st
of, 2020.
4. Participants may submit up to a total of four photos in the competition, in any of the categories, either as
digital images or prints in color or black and white.
• Photographs can be submitted in digital format (preferably JPG.).
• Photographs submitted in print form should be no larger than 8” X 10”. Note: Prints will be digitally
scanned for judging purposes.
5. This competition is intended to encourage amateur photography, contest entries will not be accepted from
professional photographers.
6. All entries must be original work and must not have been previously published. The entrants must be the
sole owner of copyright in all photos entered and must have obtained permission of any people featured in
the entries.
7. Each entry must be marked with or accompanied by the following information:
• The photographer’s:
o Name and address
o Telephone number
o Email address
• Photograph title
• A description of where and the date the photo was taken
• The category in which each photograph is being entered (only one category per photo)
• Notes:
o Entries will be returned if they lack any of the above requested information.
o

Personal details will only be used for the purpose of administering the competition and will not
be published or provided to any third party without your permission.
8. Entries can be submitted in two ways:
• By email to photocontest@kinderfarmpark.org with the subject line of “2020 Life in the Park Photo
Contest”
•
By mail to:
2020 Life in the Park Photo Contest
1001 Kinder Farm Park Road
Millersville, MD 21108
9. All entries must be received by December 31, 2020.
10. The Grand Prize-winning photo will be ineligible for additional prizes in the category in which it was
entered.
11. No entries can be returned, and proof of posting is not proof of receipt. The organizers accept no
responsibility for entries lost, damaged, or delayed in the post.
12. All entries will be judged by a panel of judges who will select the best photographs in each category. The
judges' decision will be final, and no correspondence can be entered into.
13. By entering, participants will be deemed to have agreed to be bound by these rules.
14. By entering the competition, entrants grant the right for The Friends of Kinder Farm Park to display the
photographs at Kinder Farm Park; publish and exhibit the submitted photographs in print and on the
Friends of Kinder Farm Park website.
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Friends of Kinder Farm Park (FoKFP)
12 Month Calendar
For the latest calendar visit our website at www.kinderfarmpark.org/calendar.html

All park indoor meetings and organized
outdoor events are cancelled until further
notice. All the following are tentative;
assuming Covid-19 restrictions are lifted.
Visit our website for the latest information.

July 2020 (Cont.)

May 2020

August 2020

3 — Publish the Spring 2020 Down on the Farm
newsletter

June 2020
10 — FoKFP Meeting at 6:30 PM in the Visitors
Center Harvest Hall
13 — Kinder Farmhouse Museum is open to the
public, 11:00 AM-3:00 PM
16 — KFP Quilters Guild meeting in the Visitors
Center from 1:00 -3:00 PM
17 — FoKFP Historical Society Meeting at 4:00 PM
at Kinder Farmhouse
21 — First Call for the Summer Newsletter
articles, email articles to
mike_lowman@verizon.net
24 — Fall Harvest Festival Committee Meeting at
6:30 PM in the Visitor’s Center Harvest Hall

July 2020
8 — FoKFP Meeting at 6:30 PM in the Visitors
Center Harvest Hall
11 — Kinder Farmhouse Museum is open to the
public, 11:00 AM-3:00 PM
14 — KFP Quilters Guild meeting in the Visitors
Center from 1:00 -3:00 PM
15 — FoKFP Historical Society Meeting at 4:00 PM
at Kinder Farmhouse

19 — Annual Maryland Food Truck Festival at
Kinder Farm Park, details to follow
20 — Deadline for Summer 2020 Newsletter
articles (email articles to
mike_lowman@verizon.net
22 — Fall Harvest Festival Committee Meeting at
6:30 PM in the Visitors Center Harvest Hall
3 — Publish the Summer 2020 Down on the
Farm newsletter
8 — Kinder Farmhouse Museum is open to the
public, 11:00 AM-3:00 PM
12 — FoKFP Meeting at 6:30 PM in the Visitors
Center Harvest Hall
18 — KFP Quilters Guild meeting in the Visitors
Center from 1:00 -3:00 PM
19 — FoKFP Historical Society Meeting at 4:00 PM
at Kinder Farmhouse
26 — Fall Harvest Festival Committee Meeting at
6:30 PM in the Visitors Center Harvest Hall

September 2020
9 — FoKFP Meeting at 6:30 PM in the Visitors
Center Harvest Hall
12 — Kinder Farmhouse Museum is open to the
public, 11:00 AM-3:00 PM
15 — KFP Quilters Guild meeting in the Visitors
Center from 1:00 -3:00 PM
16 — FoKFP Historical Society Meeting at 4:00 PM
at Kinder Farmhouse
23 — Fall Harvest Festival Committee Meeting at
6:30 PM in the Visitors Center Harvest Hall
23 — First Call for Fall Newsletter Articles, email
articles to mike_lowman@verizon.net
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October 2020
5 — Jingle Bell Hayride Registration and
payment begins, for more information visit
www.kinderfarmpark.org
10 — Kinder Farm Park Annual Fall Harvest
Festival, from 10:00 AM-4:00 PM
14 — FoKFP Meeting at 6:30 PM in the Visitors
Center Harvest Hall
20 — KFP Quilters Guild meeting in the Visitors
Center from 1:00 -3:00 PM
21 — FoKFP Historical Society Meeting at 4:00 PM
at Kinder Farmhouse
23 — Deadline for Fall Newsletter articles, email
articles to mike_lowman@verizon.net
28 — Fall Harvest Festival Committee Follow-up
Meeting at 6:30 PM in the Visitor’s Center
Conference Room

November 2020
11 — FoKFP Meeting at 6:30 PM in the Visitors
Center Harvest Hall
17 — KFP Quilters Guild meeting in the Visitors
Center from 1:00 -3:00 PM
18 — FoKFP Historical Society Meeting at 4:00 PM
at Kinder Farmhouse
18 — Jingle Bell Hayride Planning Meeting at 6:30
PM in the Visitor Center Conference Room

December 2020
5 — Jingle Bell Hayride 10:00 AM – 12:00 PM,
details will be announced on our website at
www.kinderfarmpark.org
5 — Holiday Decorated Kinder Farmhouse
Museum is open to the public, 10:00 AM3:00 PM
9 — FoKFP Annual All-Hands Meeting at 6:30 PM
in Visitors Center Harvest Hall
12 — Jingle Bell Hayride Rain Date, 10:00 AM 12:00 PM
12 — Holiday Decorated Kinder Farmhouse
Museum is open to the public, 11:00 AM3:00 PM
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December 2020 (cont.)
15 — KFP Quilters Guild meeting in the Visitors
Center from 1:00 -3:00 PM
31 — Deadline for entries in the 2020 Life in the
Park Photo Competition
31 — Renew membership or join the Friends of
Kinder Farm Park for 2020 by today and be
entered in a drawing to get your
membership fee refunded and a 2020 pass
to the park

January 2021: FoKFP membership fees due
1 — Kick-off of the 2021 FoKFP Life in the Park
Photo Competition, visit our website for
details
4 — First Call for Winter 2021 Newsletter
articles, email articles to
mike_lowman@verizon.net
9 — Holiday Decorated Kinder Farmhouse
Museum is open to the public, 11:00 AM3:00 PM
13 — FoKFP Meeting at 6:30 PM in the Visitors
Center Harvest Hall (early membership
renewal drawing)
19 — KFP Quilters Guild meeting in the Visitors
Center from 1:00 -3:00 PM
20 — First FoKFP Historical Society Meeting for
2021 at 4:00 PM at Kinder Farmhouse
20 — Jingle Bell Hayride Follow-up Meeting at
6:30 PM in the Conference Room
22 — Deadline for the Winter Newsletter articles,
email articles to mike_lowman@verizon.net

February 2021
3 — Publish Winter edition of Down on the Farm
newsletter
10 — FoKFP Meeting at 6:30 PM in the Visitors
Center Harvest Hall
13 — Kinder Farmhouse Museum is open to the
public, 11:00 AM-3:00 PM
16 — KFP Quilters Guild meeting in the Visitors
Center from 1:00 -3:00 PM
17 — FoKFP Historical Society Meeting at 4:00 PM
at Kinder Farmhouse
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March 2021
10 — Kinder Farmhouse Museum is open to the
public, 11:00 AM-3:00 PM
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Anne Arundel Co. Farm, Lawn and
Garden Center
478 Jumpers Hole Rd
Severna Park, MD 21146
Website: aalawnandgarden.com

14 — FoKFP Meeting at 6:30 PM in the Visitors
Center Harvest Hall
16 — First Call for Spring 2021 Newsletter
articles, email articles to
mike_lowman@verizon.net
20 — KFP Quilters Guild meeting in the Visitors
Center from 1:00 -3:00 PM
21 — FoKFP Historical Society Meeting at 4:00 PM
at Kinder Farmhouse
27 — Easter Egg Hunt, 10:00 AM – Noon, rain or
shine, more details to follow

April 2021
10 — Kinder Farmhouse Museum is open to the
public, 11:00 AM-3:00 PM
14 — FoKFP Meeting at 6:30 PM in the Visitors
Center Harvest Hall
20 — KFP Quilters Guild meeting in the Visitors
Center from 1:00 -3:00 PM
21 — FoKFP Historical Society Meeting at 4:00 PM
at Kinder Farmhouse
21 — Deadline for Spring Newsletter articles,
email articles to mike_lowman@verizon.net
28 — Kick-off Fall Harvest Festival Committee
Meeting at 6:30 PM in the Visitors Center
Harvest Hall

Business Community Support
The Friends of Kinder Farm Park would like to
encourage our members and friends to support all the
businesses and organizations featured in this publication
to show appreciation for the various types of support
provided to our organization and Kinder Farm Park. In
addition to the advertisements from
• Alexander’s Animal Hospital on page 4
• Dr. Brian Vaile P.A. on page 8
The following businesses offer a discount on your
purchases with your Friends of Kinder Farm Park
membership card:

Must show your Friends Membership Card
here and get a 10% discount

The Wild Bird Center
568 Governor Ritchie Hwy.
Severna Park Plaza Shopping Plaza
Severna Park, MD 21146
Phone: 410-647-2453
Website: www.wildbird.com/severnapark
Must show your Friends Membership Card
here and get 20% off large bags of Bird Seed
or 10% off other purchases

Gambrills General Store
865 Annapolis Rd.
Gambrills, MD 21064
Phone: 410-923-0960
Visit on Facebook
Must show your Friends Membership Card
here and get a 10% discount on most items
excluding feed

Interested in Becoming a Sponsor
There are many ways your business can sponsor the
Friends of Kinder Farm Park events and activities.
To request an information packet with a
Sponsorship application, email:
sponsorship@kinderfarmpark.org
Specify a Subject of "Sponsorship Packet Request"
and provide the following information:
•
•
•
•
•

Business Name
Business Address
Business Phone
Contact Name
Contact Email
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Park Status Update
Currently the Park remains open free of charge
allowing people to visit under current social
distancing guidelines. All buildings including the
Visitor Center, Comfort stations, Barns, Pavilions,
Farmhouse, as well as the Playground, remain
closed. The Park is open for exercise only and no
picnics or gatherings are permitted until further
notice.
The County has established the Regional Parks as
drop off areas for donations for the County food
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bank. The donation trailer is located at the Kinder
Farm Park Visitor Center parking lot for easy
access.
Recently, County Executive Steuart Pittman planted
a White Oak tree in Kinder Farm Park located near
the Community Gardens to commemorate the 50th
Anniversary of Earth Day.
Stay safe,

Brad
Bradly Hunt
Superintendent
Kinder Farm Park

Down on the Farm is a quarterly
publication of the Friends of
Kinder Farm Park
----------------------------------------------President: Carrie Fielder
Vice President: Karen Haghighi
Treasurer: Barbara Buchlietner
Secretary: Chris Mowry
Newsletter Editor: Mike Lowman
For the latest information, visit our
website at: www.kinderfarmpark.org
Contact us at
contact@kinderfarmpark.org

