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President’s Message
By Jim Rausch, President of the Friends of Kinder Farm Park

I am so excited that the Friends of Kinder Farm Park are nearing
completion of the historical restoration of the Kinder Family farmhouse,
located in the farm complex of Kinder Park. This has been a very
ambitious project on the part of the Friends group, which has spent
thousands of volunteer hours and provided strong financial support to
complete the restoration. Many of the volunteers that have worked so
diligently and consistently over the last couple years have not been
official members of the Friends group, but rather people who have
taken an interest in helping create what will become a museum open to
the public and replicating a typical house on a farm in central Maryland
during the early 20th century. Both high school students and adults of
all ages have worked tirelessly tearing out and rebuilding the interior of the Kinder “four-square” house to
create an authentic structure which, when complete, will be furnished with period pieces dating from the early
to mid-Twentieth Century. The Friends group has spent money from funds raised at Friends’ events to pay for
materials, to hire an electrician, a plumber, a HVAC specialist, and a floor refinisher in order to complete the
project. The Friends have also provided financial support in purchasing antique furnishings to supplement the
many donations of furniture that have been made by interested citizens of Anne Arundel County. Everyone
who has seen the house restoration progress is very excited with the outcome.
I am very pleased that we will have the grand opening of the farmhouse on Saturday, May 31st, complete with
an official ribbon cutting ceremony. I hope all those folks that have anxiously awaited the opening of this farm
museum will come through the house between Noon and 2 P.M. on “opening day,” May 31st! Finally, I would
like to thank the Friends’ Historic Society for leading the efforts for this important restoration along with our
volunteer construction consultant, Rubino Enterprises, and the hundreds of “worker bees” who have given so
generously of their time to bring this project to fruition.
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Upcoming Speaker Program
By Michele Rose, Vice-President Friends of Kinder Farm Park and Chairperson, Speaker Committee

Join us on Monday, June 9, 2014 at 6:30 PM in Harvest Hall at the Kinder Farm Park Visitors Center for
another evening with an interesting speaker. The topic is Managing Gardens and Landscapes Successfully &
Sustainably in a Changing Climate.
Our speaker will be Dr. Sara Via, an entomology lecturer at the University of Maryland will be speaking on the
subject of climate change and its effects on gardeners and how their process affects it. This should be quite an
interesting topic from a dynamic and entertaining speaker that I am sure you will enjoy.
Admission for members of the Friends of Kinder Farm Park is free. There is a $5.00 fee for non-members
which may be put toward an annual membership if you sign-up that evening. Light refreshments will be served.
Please spread the word to your gardening friends and flier on page 9 of this newsletter and on the information
boards at the park.

The Lasting Gift Program
By Kevin Keller, Kinder Farm Park Ranger

Several years ago the Anne Arundel County Department of Recreation and Parks established a Lasting Gift
Program to be administered by Friends Groups throughout our County’s Parks. The program is a wonderful
way to pay tribute to someone or an occasion that has touched your life. The program offers the opportunity to
select designated options to celebrate life by enhancing parklands
through sponsorship of a lasting gift. These gifts of today will
remain treasures for tomorrow.
Kinder Farm Park currently offers two forms of gift, with a third
option on the horizon. At Kinder Farm you can choose to give a gift
of a park bench or a picnic table. Our future option will be engraved
bricks which will be placed in a promenade style walkway in the
Park.
The Park offers two unique styles of benches and one style of picnic
table. All are made of eco-friendly recycled plastic and durable
galvanized steel which will last for years to come. Two color
options are available to choose from for the benches and the picnic
table comes in a natural wood color. Donations for a gift range between $1000 and $1500, depending on the
gift. Each bench and picnic table includes an engraved bronze plaque with a message of the donors choosing.
Placement of the bench or picnic table in the Park will be determined by Park Staff with the donors wishes kept
in mind.
Through stewardship, you can feel satisfied that your gift will acknowledge a special person or occasion while
helping to enhance conservation within our park.
For more information about the Lasting Gift Program at Kinder Farm Park please contact Ranger Keller at
410-222-6115.
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Planning for the Fall Harvest Festival
By Michele Rose, Vice-President Friends of Kinder Farm Park and Chairperson Fall Harvest Festival

It is barely Spring and already plans are under way for the Friends’ annual Fall Harvest Festival which is
scheduled for Saturday, October 11th from 10:00 am – 4:00 pm. It is particularly important since it was
cancelled last year due to the inclement weather. This event is our major fundraiser that allows us to provide
funding for programs, services and supplies that the county cannot afford.
Each year a committee begins meeting in March to plan the next event. New faces are invited to participate and
fresh ideas are welcomed and encouraged. While the favorite events and activities, such as hayrides, pumpkin
and face painting, pony rides, craft and food vendors, will always be available, we try to offer new events to
supplement them each year.
This year, we have decided to cancel the Boo Barn and allow our patrons to visit the Tobacco Barn museum as
it has been set-up for educational experiences. That does not mean that a scarecrow or two might show up
there….., who knows? In the meantime, we are working on a few changes that we expect to be quite popular,
although they have not been finalized at this point, so look for more information in the summer newsletter.
More animals are expected to be there this year since we have a few residents – a pig, another cow and goats
that are year round attractions. Since this is a farm-themed park and we are aware that the animals are a huge
attraction, the Friends have been working quite hard to provide these, since many of the 4H owned animals
must leave the facility before our annual event.
Our main concern each year is having enough volunteers to staff the event. It takes about 450 people, many of
whom are students, to cover this event. We make every effort to show our appreciation by providing coffee,
juice, donuts and fruit in the morning; hot dogs, chips, cookies and drinks at lunchtime; and a pizza party at the
end of the day. Please consider helping for a few hours on the day of the event, the day before to help with setup or the day after to assist with clean-up. On the day of the event, volunteers from middle school age through
adult are needed to sell tickets, assist with games and crafts, parking and numerous other jobs. We can only do
this with your help! A volunteer sign-up sheet is available in this newsletter, so please complete it and return it
to the park office as soon as possible.
The committee meets on the fourth Wednesday of each month through August, after which time, we’ll meet
more frequently to complete last minute details. Our meetings are held in the Conference Room in the Visitors
Center at 6:30 pm. We would love to see some new faces and/or receive some ideas.
The Fall Harvest Festival is designed to
be a fun-filled day for families of all
ages. If you can help, please do, but
make sure that you bring your family
and make some memories at Kinder
Farm Park on this special day.
For questions or information, please
contact Michele Rose at
kfpfriend@verizon.net or by phone at
410-544-8302 or 443-618-9555.
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The Apprentice Garden, Spring 2014
By Suzy Urick and Janet Clauson, Master Gardeners and Apprentice Garden Leaders

The Apprentice Garden at Kinder Farm Park is a program organized by the University of Maryland Extension Service
Master Gardeners. It occupies two of the community garden spaces and is dedicated to teaching families with children to
grow their own produce organically.
In the fall the planting beds were cleared of debris and seeded with a winter wheat
cover crop; the pathways were covered with newspaper and overlaid with straw. The
happy results were very few weeds; the winter wheat is easily dug up and composted
in those areas where seeds are to be planted or simply cut to the ground. The cover
crop dies back in the heat of summer.
From April through September, Master Gardeners and families meet every
Wednesday at 6:30 pm to work together and learn together as we plant, weed, water,
de-bug, fret over, learn much and harvest our garden-grown vegetables, fruits, and
herbs. You are welcome to stop by the garden and bring your questions.
In the Apprentice Garden each family has dedicated 3’ by 10’ garden space and also shares in the care and harvest of the
common garden areas. In their personal plot, families are taught how to best use their space to plant their own unique
choice of seeds and sets. The 2013 garden had a wide variety of vegetables: corn, many kinds of heirloom and hybrid
tomatoes; jalapeno, banana and bell peppers; cucumber, squash and zucchini; lettuces, beans, peas, beets, radishes; okra,
broccoli and Brussels sprouts; potatoes, two kinds of melons, and herbs and flowers.
This season the common areas will be planted with lots of different varieties of tomatoes and peppers, both summer and
winter squash, varieties of potatoes, beans, peas, cucumbers, and melons. There is also a strawberry patch, herb garden
and native flower garden. Please stop by and say hello!
For more information about the Apprentice Garden, please contact Janet Clauson (janetclauson@hotmail.com) or Suzy
Urick at (scurick@gmail.com).

Show Support for the Goat Squad!
By Roy Fielder, FoKFP Member

As you can see our Eco-Goats are quite happy here at the park. They have a new name,
the Goat Squad that fits with their mission at the park which is to clean out under
brush and unwanted growth in different areas of the park. Currently the Goat Squad is
busily cleaning off the underbrush on the hillside in
back of the Visitors Center.
They are a lot of fun to watch and if you would like to
show your support for them consider purchasing one of
our new “I support the Kinder Farm Park Goat Squad”
t-shirts. The white t-shirts with the two goats printed on the front (pictured on
the right) sell for $15 each, with half the cost going directly toward feed and
care for the goats. To order this very special T-shirt and proudly display your
support for the Goat Squad, contact Roy Fielder at fielders3@verizon.net.
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Wooden Nickel Park, Spring 2014
By Grace Fielder, Member of Wooden Nickel Park

“Croak-quet” and Frog Tossing- Come on out for Some Fun and a Great Cause
Come join us on Saturday, June 7, 2014 for the Wooden Nickel Park 3rd Annual
1 K Fun Run and Kid Fun Fest from 10:00 AM - 3:00 PM. The kid friendly fun
run is through Kinder Farm Park. After the last runner crosses the finish line,
random drawings for 6 cash prizes ($20.00, $15.00, $10.00 and (3) $5.00) will be
held. All entrants under the age of 12 are eligible, and must be present to receive
prize.
The Festival is full of fun nature oriented activities! Enjoy a close look at wild
animals with the Maryland Department of Natural Resources Scales and Tales. You can take home a miniature
bird house that you have painted. You can also get your face painted, toss a frog, catch a duck from the pond,
hug a tree, play “croak-quet,” count frogs and then relax on a hayride.
Admission Fees are $10.00 for adults (12 and up) and $5.00 for children. Entry to the 1 K Fun Run includes the
price of admission to the Fun Fest. Food will be available for additional cost. For additional information go to
www.woodennickelpark.org . You can register for the event at www.active.com . Proceeds will be used for
construction of the first Wooden Nickel Park, at Kinder Farm Park. Phase I is expected to open fall of 2014.
Come and enjoy this fun-filled day; we look forward to seeing you!

Tree Planting
…238, 239, 240 done! Tree plantings started in October 2013 have been
completed with plantings of additional trees on April 12, 2014, for a total
of 240 trees. This planting brought out a great group of volunteers.
Special thanks to Jon Vander Vliet (board member and president of Lawn
Wrangler) and his crew for providing instruction for proper planting,
staking, and watering of trees. Thanks also to G. E. Fielder & Associates,
Chartered who provided coffee, donuts, pizza and other refreshments.
The day was declared a success! Funding for the planting came from a
mini grant from the Chesapeake Bay Trust and Anne Arundel County
Forestry Board. Thank you everyone.
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Bunk’s Ponderings
By Farmer Bunk and Sponsored by the FoKFP Farm Education Committee

Animal/Plant Log Entries
Here are the observations in the Animal/Plant Log (kept at the park office
reception desk) since the fall newsletter. The log is a great way to share your recent encounters with animals
and plants while in the park. Unless otherwise noted photos are from the internet and are based on the
observer’s description.
Date

Seen By

1/20/2014

T.H.W.

Animal/Plant

Location

Details

Bunk and Cattail Ponds

Sitting near edges

Perimeter Trail between
mile marker 1.1 and 1.2

Six deer

Near Duck Pond

Fuzzy tail!

(Community) Garden
Area

Picked up fabric
from compost pile

Great Blue Herron
2/22/2013

R Hobbson

Whitetail Deer
3/22/2014

S. Russi

Groundhog
3/27/2014

R Hobbson

Osprey
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The Friends of Kinder Farm Park

2014 Kinder Farm Park
Photo Competition

Categories: Flora, Fauna, Landscapes and People
Prizes:
$50 Gift Card to 1st place in each category
A 2015 Pass to the Park for 2nd place in each category
Deadline: October 31, 2014
Photos must be taken after November 1, 2013 within the boundaries of Kinder
Farm Park and reflect aspects of the beauty and/or life in the park
 A panel of judges will select two winning photos from each category, and
winners will be notified by email or phone
 For competition rules and entry instructions see the back of
this flyer or visit our website at: www.kinderfarmpark.org
This contest is co-sponsored by the Department of Recreation and Parks
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PHOTO COMPETITION RULES
AND ENTRY INSTRUCTIONS
1. The categories for this photographic competition are: Flora (flowers, trees, plants, etc.); Fauna
(all animals including fishes, birds, insects, etc.); Landscape; and, People in Kinder Farm Park.
2. Photos must be taken within the boundary of Kinder Farm Park during between Nov. 1, 2013 and
October 31, 2014.
3. Entrants may submit up to a total of four photos in the competition, either as digital images or
prints in color or black and white.
 Photographs can be submitted in digital format (preferably JPG), with a maximum of 10mb
per email.
 Photographs submitted in print form should be no larger than 8” X 10”. Note that they will
be digitally scanned for judging purposes.
4. This competition is intended to encourage amateur photography in our county parks.
Photography is just one of the many activities enjoyed by park visitors. Contest entries will not be
accepted from professional photographers.
5. All entries must be original work and must not have been previously published. The entrants must
be the sole owner of copyright in all photos entered and must have obtained permission of any
people featured in the entries.
6. Each entry must be marked with or accompanied with an email that includes:
 The photographer’s:
o Name and address,
o Telephone number,
o Email address, and
o Photograph title.
 A description of where and when the photo was taken.
 The category In which each photograph is being entered (only one category per
photo)
Note: Personal details will only be used for the purpose of administering the competition and
will not be published or provided to any third party without your permission.
7. Entries can be submitted in two ways:
 By email to mike_lowman@verizon.net with the subject line of “2014 KFP Photo Contest””
 By mail to:
2014 KFP Photo Contest
1001 Kinder Farm Park Road
Millersville, MD 21108
8. All entries must be received by October 31, 2014.
9. No entries can be returned and proof of posting is not proof of receipt. The organizers accept no
responsibility for entries lost, damaged or delayed in the post.
10. All entries will be judged by a panel of judges who will select the best photographs in each
category. The judges' decision will be final and no correspondence can be entered into.
11. By entering, entrants will be deemed to have agreed to be bound by these rules.
12. By entering the competition entrants grant the right for The Friends of Kinder Farm Park to display
the photographs at Kinder Farm Park, publish and exhibit the submitted photographs in print or on
their website
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Join us Monday, June 9th at 6:30 p.m.
In the Kinder Farm Park Visitor’s Center

Free to members of the Friends of Kinder Farm Park
$5.00 for non-members, which may be applied
toward an annual membership
Please call 410-222-6115 to Pre-register

“Managing gardens and landscapes successfully &
sustainably in a changing climate”
Dr. Sara Via
Department of Biology and
Department of Entomology
University of Maryland, College Park
Climate change is our new reality. Increasing temperature and the severe weather it spawns
have made widespread flooding and drought commonplace, impacting both small and large
scale agriculture. There are many practical techniques for successful gardening and home
landscaping in this new and challenging environment and simple and sustainable ways to
reduce carbon emissions from the garden and enhance carbon storage in the soil. With these
techniques, gardeners can be an important part of the climate change solution while creating
peaceful and restorative landscapes and growing healthy food.

Dr. Sara Via is Professor of Biology and Entomology at UMD, College Park. She became
aware of the problems of climate change years ago while writing lectures about human
impacts on ecosystems for her introductory biology class. As a scientist and a parent, Sara
now works with community groups, high schools and universities to increase public awareness
of the scientific reality of climate change and to motivate effective action to curb its rapid
progression.

Sponsored by the Friends of Kinder Farm Park
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Friends of Kinder Farm Park (FoKFP)
12 Month Calendar
May 2014
14 —
14 —
21 —
26 —
28 —
31 —

FoKFP Meeting at 6:30 PM in the Visitor’s Center Harvest Hall
Publish the Spring Down on the Farm newsletter
FoKFP Historical Society Meeting at 6:30 PM in the Kinder Farmhouse
Antique Tractors and 4H Livestock Club participate in the Glen Burnie Memorial Day Parade
Fall Harvest Festival Committee Meeting at 6:30 PM in the Visitor’s Center Harvest Hall
Farmhouse opens to the public from 12:00-2:00 PM
Note: All gate fees collected for the day will go directly to support the activities and projects of the
Friends of Kinder Farm Park

June 2014
7 — 3rd Annual Wooden Nickel Park 1 K Fun Run and Kid Fun Fest, 10:00 AM - 3:00 PM. Admission Fees are
10.00 for adults (12 and up) and $5.00 for children
9 — Speaker presentation on “Managing Gardens and Landscapes Successfully & Sustainably in a Changing
Climate” at 6:30 PM in the Visitors Center Harvest Hall. Free to members of the FoKFP, $5.00 for nonmembers; preregistration required by calling the park office at 410-222-6115
14 — Farmhouse open to the public from 11:00 AM-2:00 PM
15 — First Call for Summer Newsletter Articles
18 — FoKFP Historical Society Meeting at 6:30 PM in the Visitor’s Center Conference Room
25 — Fall Harvest Festival Committee Meeting at 6:30 PM in the Visitor’s Center Harvest Hall

July 2014
4—
9—
12 —
16 —
20 —
23 —

Antique Tractors and 4H Livestock Club participate in the Severna Park Independence Day Parade
FoKFP Meeting at 6:30 PM in the Visitors Center Harvest Hall
Farmhouse open to the public from 11:00 AM-2:00 PM
FoKFP Historical Society Meeting at 6:30 PM in the Visitor’s Center Conference Room
Deadline for Summer Newsletter articles
Fall Harvest Festival Committee Meeting at 6:30 PM in the Visitor’s Center Harvest Hall

August 2014
9—
13 —
20 —
27 —

Farmhouse open to the public from 11:00 AM-2:00 PM
Publish Summer Down on the Farm newsletter
FoKFP Historical Society Meeting at 6:30 PM in the Visitor’s Center Conference Room
Fall Harvest Festival Committee Meeting at 6:30 PM in the Visitor’s Center Harvest Hall
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September 2014
3—
10 —
10 —
13 —
24 —

FoKFP Historical Society Meeting at 6:30 PM in the Visitor’s Center Conference Room
FoKFP Meeting at 6:30 PM in the Visitor’s Center Harvest Hall
First Call for Fall Newsletter Articles
Farmhouse open to the public from 11:00 AM-2:00 PM
Fall Harvest Festival Committee Meeting at 6:30 PM in the Visitor’s Center Harvest Hall

October 2014
11 —
15 —
22 —
29 —
31 —

Kinder Farm Park Annual Fall Harvest Festival from 10:00 AM – 4:00 PM
Last FoKFP Historical Society Meeting for 2014 at 6:30 PM in the Visitor’s Center Conference Room
Fall Harvest Festival Committee Follow-up Meeting at 6:30 PM in the Visitor’s Center Harvest Hall
Deadline for Fall Newsletter articles
Deadline for the 2014 Kinder Farm Park Photo Competition

November 2014
8 — Farmhouse open to the public from 11:00 AM-2:00 PM
12 — FoKFP Annual Membership Meeting at 6:30 PM in the Visitor’s Center Harvest Hall
12 — Publish Fall Down on the Farm newsletter

December 2014
6 — Jingle Bell Hayride, preregistration required details to be announced
8 — First Call for Winter 2015 Newsletter Articles
13 — Farmhouse open to the public from 11:00 AM-2:00 PM

January 2015 FoKFP membership fees are due
1—
14 —
21 —
24 —

Kick off of the 2015 Kinder Farm Park Photo Competition
FoKFP Meeting at 6:30 PM in the Visitor’s Center Harvest Hall
1st FoKFP Historical Society Meeting for 2015 at 6:30 PM in the Visitor’s Center Conference Room
Deadline for Winter 2015 Newsletter articles

February 2015
11 — Publish the Winter 2015 Newsletter
18 — FoKFP Historical Society Meeting at 6:30 PM in the Visitor’s Center Conference Room

March 2015
7—
11 —
16 —
18 —
25—

Volunteer Banquet at 4:00 PM (by invitation only) in the Visitor’s Center Harvest Hall
FoKFP Meeting at 6:30 PM in the Visitor’s Center Harvest Hall
First Call for Spring 2015 Newsletter Articles
FoKFP Historical Society Meeting at 6:30 PM in the Visitor’s Center Conference Room
Kick-off meeting for the 2015 Fall Harvest Festival Committee at 6:30 PM in the Visitor’s Center

April 2015
15 — FoKFP Historical Society Meeting at 6:30 PM in the Visitor’s Center Conference Room
22 — Fall Harvest Festival Committee Meeting at 6:30 PM in the Visitors Center Harvest Hall
25 — Deadline for Spring 2015 Newsletter Articles
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Merchants Discounts to FoKFP Members
We wish to thank and encourage you to shop the following vendors that offer the indicated discounts to the Friends of
Kinder Farm Park (show membership card):
The Wild Bird Center – 20%
568 Governor Ritchie Highway
Severna Park Plaza Shopping Center
Severna Park, MD 21146
Phone: (410) 647-2453
www.wildbird.com/franchisee/sev/home
Anne Arundel County Farm and Garden (Farmers Co-op) – 10%
155 8th Avenue N.
Glen Burnie, MD 21061
Phone: (410) 766-8400
email: AACOFarmLawnGarden@yahoo.com
Country Feed and Gardens and Pets – 10%
865 Annapolis Road
Gambrills, MD 21054
Phone: (410) 923-0960

Down on the Farm is a quarterly publication of the Friends
of Kinder Farm Park
President: Jim Rausch
Vice President: Michele Rose
Treasurer: Carrie Fielder
Secretary: Chris Mowry
Newsletter Editor: Mike Lowman
Please visit our web site:
http://www.kinderfarmpark.org/

