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PPrreessiiddeenntt’’ss  MMeessssaaggee  

By Jim Rausch, President of the Friends of Kinder Farm Park 

I seem to visit Kinder Farm Park (KFP) more 

and more every month and I think it is 

primarily for two reasons.  First, because I love 

the Park and all the diverse things one can do 

there to relax, have fun, and recharge one’s 

spirit.  Second, I enjoy volunteering and there 

are plenty of opportunities to spend a little 

time, or lots of time, working to improve the 

Park.  Many of us are choosing to spend lots of 

time there. 

This spring we welcomed a new pig back to Kinder Farm, a Blue Butt named Pearl.  She is expected to live at 

Kinder for a few years where she will soon be bred and raise her piglets at the Farm this fall.  She has already 

become quite an attraction.  I had my first experience witnessing the birth of twin lambs on March 16
th

 and what 

a thrill that was!  They will join other farm animals arriving this spring including new goats, rabbits and cows to 

make Kinder Farm Park their home for a while.  This is a great time to visit if for no other reason then to come 

and watch lambs and kids frolicking and all the farm animals enjoying life at KFP. 

We also have added two new “chicken palaces” this year made by the Northern VoTech School and they will 

replace the old chicken coops.  The Park’s rangers will soon be replacing old fencing with new and making the 

entire fowl area much more attractive.  Actually, only one of the new “…palaces” will be for chickens and the 

other is for ducks and turkeys. 

(Continues on next page) 



Friends of Kinder Farm Park Newsletter – Spring 2013  Page 2 

PPrreessiiddeenntt’’ss  MMeessssaaggee  ((CCoonntt..))  

The Friends of Kinder Farm Park have a busy May coming up.  On Friday, May 17
th

, we will host our annual 

Behind the Scenes Tour which gives the public an excellent opportunity to hear from the many organizations 

that call KFP home and to see all that goes on at the Park.  We have traditionally taken attendees by hay wagon 

from our Visitors Center to the farm complex to see and hear about the farm animals, tour the old farmhouse 

which the Friends group is restoring, see demonstrations at the sawmill and blacksmith shop, hear about the 

antique tractors and farm equipment, and tour some of the gardens we have at Kinder.  You will also hear from 

the quilters’ guild and about beekeeping and blue bird monitoring at KFP.  This is always a fun evening and one 

that you and your children are guaranteed to enjoy.  Pre-registration is required but the event is free to Friends 

members. 

The following day (Saturday, May 18
th

), the Wooden Nickel Park Program, which is busy building a walking, 

learning nature trail at Kinder for children ages 2 to 7, is planning their 5K run which will include hayrides 

through the Park.  Then, on Sunday, May 19
th

, the Friends will drive 4-H members and their animals by tractor 

and hay wagon in the Glen Burnie Memorial Day Parade.  Finally, on Friday May 24
th

, the Friends’ Farm 

Education Committee will participate in an agricultural literacy project for students to introduce them to the 

importance of agriculture in their daily lives.  

So, you see, there are lots of reasons to visit Kinder Farm Park this spring and we hope you will take advantage 

of enjoying the many things going on at this wonderful place! 

 

SSuuppeerriinntteennddeenntt’’ss  RReeppoorrtt  

By Bill Offutt, Kinder Farm Park Superintendant 

This winter was a busy one for staff and volunteers alike.  The most 

noticeable improvement to the farm was the addition of the two “poultry 

palaces.”  These 10’x20’ structures were built by the construction students 

from the Center of Applied Technology, North (CAT-North) located in 

Severn on Stevenson Road.  Diane Rausch made the first contact with them 

last spring.  I met with Ed Bury, their lead instructor on the project just before 

school ended last summer.  We worked on design during the summer and the 

Friends paid for the bulk of the building materials.  As the structures were intended to be a study in construction 

techniques and materials, the actual building began in late fall.  The students got hands-on experience in 

carpentry and roofing.  Most of them had never worked with metal roofing and they welcomed the challenges 

that it presented. 

The rangers and I prepared the site this past winter by running 

underground lines for water which is being piped directly into the coops.  

This should eliminate frozen water issues next winter.  Footers were 

prepared and poured with the help of the sawmill club.  In February, the 

coops were moved from the school and placed on the footers by Amish 

Built Sheds and More located off of Veterans Hwy.  They have a special 

trailer that made moving the buildings relatively easy.  For us to have done 

this, it would have been extremely difficult.  Currently, our staff is building a deck and stairs between the coops.  

Some grading still needs to be done prior to the erection of the fenced-in enclosure to control drainage.  I would 

like to thank all of the people involved who are helping to bring this project to fruition. 

(Continues on next page) 



Friends of Kinder Farm Park Newsletter – Spring 2013  Page 3 

SSuuppeerriinntteennddeenntt’’ss  RReeppoorrtt  ((CCoonntt..  

Our park rangers recently received a service award from the Maryland Recreation & Parks Association for their 

work on the Tobacco Barn Museum project.  Thanks again goes to the sawmill club for all of the rough-cut 

boards that they provided.  Several Eagle Scout projects were coordinated by the rangers.  The scouts used the 

lumber to construct accessible walkways and produce display cabinets.  Interpretive displays have also been 

constructed.  As some of the farm implements are rather sharp and pointy, child-proof barriers are being put in 

place to keep them out of harm’s way.  Ranger Shawna Chesto deserves a great deal of credit.  It was her vision 

that brought this project to completion.  

The park is also currently working on several other large projects.  Negotiations are currently underway 

between the County and a company called Solar Energy World.  Should both parties agree they will donate a 

solar array which will be placed on the roof of the comfort station.  The amount of electricity produced will be 

more than that building currently consumes.  Any additional electricity produced will be rolled back into the 

grid and the County will receive a credit from BG & E, thus saving the tax payers some money. 

Recently the Friends received a large donation from the Baltimore Washington Medical Center’s Wellness 

Program.  It is being used to purchase a large shade structure that will be placed over the largest of our play 

apparatus.  The shade cloth blocks out about 90% of UV sunlight and produces much cooler temperatures in the 

shaded area.  We hope to install it this coming May. 

Enjoy the nice spring weather! 

 

KKiinnddeerr  FFaarrmm  PPaarrkk’’ss  NNeeww  PPiigg  

By Heather Jones, Member of the Kinder Farm Park 4H Livestock Club 

Pearl the pig, Kinder Farm Park’s new resident arrived at the 

farm on March 3rd, 2013.  She is approximately 1 year old and 

is called a “Blue Butt” because she is a cross between a 

Hampshire and a Yorkshire.  Pearl is a very sweet pig but can 

be a bit mischievous as well. The rangers of Kinder Farm Park 

kindly reinforced her pen after she pushed her way through to 

another stall. 

Pearl will be artificially inseminated in May so that she will 

give birth at the State Fair’s birthing center in September.  Her 

piglets will be brought back to Kinder and raised as 4-H 

projects in the winter.  She will give birth again next spring and 

the 4-Her’s will raise her piglets for the 2014 fair. 

Pearl already had 1 litter of piglets at her previous farm, and she was a very good mother.  An interesting fact 

about pigs is that their piglets are born exactly 114 days from the time they were bred. A one day offset could 

lead to early or late births and a 2 day offset could be fatal to the piglets. 

If you have some time you should stop by and see her. She is extremely happy in her new home.  Pearl eats a 

special food for pigs to maintain her nutrition and weight.  
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VViissiittiinngg  MMaarryyllaanndd  FFaarrmmss    

By Lindsay Barranco, FoKFP Secretary 

As a regular part of our monthly Friends meetings Lindsay highlights a different Maryland farm that she has 

visited.  Her presentation concludes with a drawing for a door prize of a sample product from the featured 

farm.  The following article features the farms that she recently highlighted. 

We are fortunate in Maryland to have so many working farms and a rich agricultural history.  While historically 

Maryland has been known as a tobacco farming state, there are many family farms, older and newer which 

provide meats, dairy, vegetables, fruits, poultry, eggs, flowers, honey, etc.  Here are a few farms that I recently 

visited: 

Boordy Vineyard: Boordy Vineyard is a 240 acre vineyard located in Baltimore County. 

The first vineyards were planted there in 1965 and Boordy moved to Long Green (Hydes, 

Maryland) in 1980. The farm has been placed in permanent preservation with the 

Maryland Environmental Trust. Boordy produces about 97,000 gallons of wine annually 

and hosts many events in the warmer months and year round tastings and tours at its 

vineyard. www.boordy.com  

Broom’s Bloom (Bel Air): Broom’s Bloom is located in Bel Air, 

Maryland. I visited this farm on a Sunday afternoon and the farm store 

and café was packed. People sat and ate lunch at tables in the café and 

the store section of the farm store sold numerous farm products such 

as meats, eggs and dairy products. A highlight from the farm store is 

the farm’s home-made and very delicious ice cream. Broom’s Bloom 

also sells products from other Maryland farms, such as Kilby’s Dairy 

in Rising Sun. Broom’s Bloom is open year round, serves lunch and 

dinner and is a nice place to stop for ice cream when out for a country 

drive. www.bbdairy.com  

 

 

Linganore Winery: Linganore Winery/Berrywood Plantation is located in 

Mt. Airy, Maryland. Linganore is a 230 acre family-owned vineyard. The 

vineyard’s first 6 acres were planted in 1972 and has grown significantly 

over the years. The vineyard is open to visitors 361 days out of the year and 

hosts music, arts and wine festivals. www.linganorewines.com   
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CCoommee  TToossss  SSoommee  FFrrooggss  
By Grace Fielder, Spokesperson for Wooden Nickel Park 

Come on out May 18, 2013 and toss a few frogs, or put toes on Woodside the Wooden Nickel Park Spokesfrog!  

It’s our 2nd Annual Wooden Nickel Park 1 K Fun Run and Kid Fun Fest being held at Kinder Farm Park (1001 

Kinder Farm Park Road, Millersville, Maryland.)  The Fun Run begins at 10:30 in the morning.  The first 100 

children under 12 to cross the finish line will receive an award.  The Kid Fun Fest will be open until 1:00 PM 

and includes Hay Rides; crafts including planting seeds to take home, snake 

and turtle plates, face painting, and a challenge game of raise the flag for 

young teens thru adults.  

Scales and Tails will be at the Fun Fest from 10:00 till Noon with their 

exhibits of animals from the wild.  Also Woodside the Wooden Nickel Park 

Spokesfrog will be making his first appearance – He is sure to please with his 

big blue eyes, yellow spots and red toes. 

Admission is $5.00 for Children under 12 and $10.00 for adults.  You may go on line to 

http://www.woodennickelpark.org and follow the link to register in advance.  Registration for the Fun Run is 

for the Fun Fest as well. The day starts at 10:00 AM and goes till 1:00 PM. 

Never heard of Wooden Nickel Park? There will be an information table to tell the 

Wooden Nickel Park story and how you can be involved.  Sue Downey, in the Olde 

Mill Gazette describes it, “The logo for Wooden Nickel Parks features ‘Woodside,’ 

the organization's mascot.  The logo is symbolic of the purpose behind the 

organization, which is to bring children to nature in an interactive way.  The frog is a 

species of animal that inhabits 75 percent of the world; trees and grasses provide 

shade and habitat to both humans and wildlife; and water is the essence of that shared 

life.  They came up with an adventure game that can be played outdoors — Wooden 

Nickel Parks.  There will be places where children can learn to have creative thoughts 

within a safe and structured setting but out in nature.” 

Wooden Nickel Park, Inc. is a non profit.  All the profits from May 18 will go to fund the construction of the 

first Wooden Nickel Park at Kinder Farm Park, and scholarships for youth members.  To register or to sponsor, 

go to http://www.woodennickelpark.org and click on Kid Fun Fest.  You may also register at 

http://www.active.com/running/millersville-md/wooden-nickel-park-1-k-fun-run-and-kid-fun-fest-2013 or call 

301-483-3171 for information. 

We connect then grow children’s Comfort, Confidence and Curiosity in nature 

Wooden Nickel Park, Inc. 

10400 Shaker Drive #334 | Simpsonville, Maryland 21055-0334 

 

AAnn  AAccttiivvee  SSpprriinngg  ffoorr  tthhee  FFaarrmm  EEdduuccaattiioonn  CCoommmmiitttteeee  

By Lisa Willis, Chairperson of the Farm Education Committee 

The Farm Education Committee is hosting three events in the month of May: 

 The Annual Behind the Scenes Tour on Friday, May 17, 2013 from 6-8pm (see flyer on page 14) 

 The CORN Program for the Apprentice Garden group on Wednesday, May 22, 2013 

 The CORN Program for the community on Friday, May 24, 2013 from 6-7:30pm (see flyer on page 17) 

 

(Continues on next page) 
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AAnn  AAccttiivvee  SSpprriinngg  ffoorr  tthhee  FFaarrmm  EEdduuccaattiioonn  CCoommmmiitttteeee  ((CCoonntt..))  

The CORN Program is in partnership with the Maryland Agriculture Education 

Foundation Ag Literacy Project as a venue to introduce children to the importance 

of agriculture in their daily lives.  Our program is also partnered with the Anne 

Arundel Fair Queen and Poultry Princess programs for assistance with the readings 

at the programs. 

We have also been busy erecting two more farm educational signs to add to our 

fantastic Cattle sign, check out the new sheep and goat signs in those areas of the 

farm!  The committee is also planning to have an educational sign for the tobacco 

barn, with the assistance of Ranger Shawna Chesto erected within the next few 

months and by the end of summer will have a Poultry sign and Blacksmith sign in 

those areas. 

Our Wood Duck Initiative project continues with 4 boxes, with the assistance of 

Ranger Nolley Fisher and a local college student. 

The committee generally meets the third Monday of the month at 6:30pm in the 

Visitor Center.  For changes in meeting time, check with Lisa Willis at 

lisa23willis@gmail.com.  The next meeting will be a changed to Wednesday, May 22, 2013 at 6:30pm to 

partnership with the Apprentice Garden Club and host a CORN Program for their group.  

If interested in joining the committee, please contact Lisa Willis lisa23willis@gmail.com or Roy Fielder 

fielders3@verizon.net.  All welcome! 

 

AApppprreennttiiccee  GGaarrddeennss  aatt  KKiinnddeerr  FFaarrmm  PPaarrkk  

By Janet Clauson, Master Gardener 

The Apprentice Gardens opened the new season with families and children eager to plant and 

tend their own vegetable gardens.  The Apprentice Gardens is hosted by master 

gardeners from the University of Maryland Extension Service at a dedicated 

community garden in Kinder Farm Park.  Families sign up on a first-come, first-

served basis to learn organic gardening practices by growing their favorite 

vegetables.  Each family will have an assigned 3’ by 10’ plot and will share in the 

planting, care and harvesting of the common spaces where cherry tomatoes, 

cucumbers, beans and peas, zucchini and squash, melons and herbs will be 

grown. 

The Apprentice Gardeners began by starting seeds in peat pots that can be 

transplanted into the garden and by planting salad boxes.  The garden spaces were cleared and readied for May 

planting and some families have already begun their gardens by planting cool weather vegetables, such as 

brussel sprouts, and directly sowing lettuce seeds.  

The Apprentice Garden Master Gardeners and the families meet each Wednesday at 6:30pm, from April 

through September at the community gardens. Please stop by and bring your questions about your gardens and 

landscape. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:lisa23willis@gmail.com
mailto:lisa23willis@gmail.com
mailto:fielders3@verizon.net
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PPRRIIOORRIITTYY::    PPoolllliinnaattoorrss  

Excerpted from an article on the internet from the Home Garden Seed Association and shared by Jill Breen, 

Member of the Chartwell Garden Club which tends the Kitchen Garden. 

Honeybees have been disappearing in record numbers.  And they are not the only pollinators that are imperiled.  

Some butterflies and native bees have experienced significant population declines also, says Eric Mäder, 

Assistant Pollinator Program Director for the Xerces Society. 

It was just a few years ago that homeowners were asking what they could plant that would not attract bees. 

Now, the question is more likely to be, “How can I attract bees and other pollinators to my garden?” 

Pollinators are a diverse and fascinating group of invertebrates, and we have them to thank for beautiful 

blooming meadows, juicy summer berries, bountiful vegetable gardens, and colorful pumpkins and gourds. 

The Home Garden Seed Association, inspired by the conservation work of the Xerces Society, encourages all 

home gardeners to help the cause of pollinator protection by planting more flowers, an important food resource 

for all kinds of bees and butterflies.  Every flower border, bed, and window box helps! 

Facts 

 Flowers clustered in clumps of at least four feet in diameter are more attractive to pollinators than 

scattered individual flowers. 

 A succession of flowering plants that lasts from spring through fall will support a range of bee species. 

 Flowers of different shapes will attract different types of pollinators. 

 Pesticides are a major threat to insect pollinators. 

 The value, in dollars, pollinators’ services to our food business is estimated to be upwards of $4 

billion—nothing to sneeze at! 

 

How to Grow a Pollinator Garden from Seed 

Now is the time to plan for a bounty of pollen plants that will help pollinators in your region thrive from spring 

through fall. 

Early spring:  Where winters are cold, pollinators rely on blooming trees in spring, but early-blooming 

flowering plants provide additional resources. 

Late spring through summer:  Choices abound! Many pollinator favorites are annuals that can be easily, and 

inexpensively, grown from seed. 

Late summer into fall:  Sunflowers, agastache, herbs, and marigolds supplement late blooming perennials in 

sustaining pollinators into the fall. 

(Continues on next page) 

http://www.xerces.org/
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PPRRIIOORRIITTYY::    PPoolllliinnaattoorrss  ((CCoonntt..)) 

Bee and Butterfly Plants You Can Grow Easily from Seed 

Early-Blooming Pollinator Plants  (Bloom time may differ, depending on location) 

Alyssum (Lobularia) 

Baby blue eyes (Nemophila) 

Bishop’s flower (Ammi) 

Cal. poppy (Eschscholzia) 

Cerinthe 

Clarkia 

Clover (Trifolium) 

Dianthus 

Larkspur (Consolida) 

Lupine (Lupinus) 

Osteospermum 

Parsley (Petroselinum) 

Pea (Lathyrus) 

Poppy (Papaver) 

Viola 

Mid-Season Pollinator Plants 

Chives (Allium) 

Asclepias 

Bachelor’s button 

(Centaurea) 

Basil (Ocimum) 

Black-eyed Susan 

(Rudbeckia) 

Blanketflower (Gaillardia) 

Borage (Borago) 

Mustards (Brassica) 

Calendula 

Cilantro (Coriandrum) 

Coneflower (Echinacea) 

Cosmos 

Dill (Anethum) 

Feverfew (Chrysanthemum) 

Lavender (Lavendula) 

Lovage (Levisticum) 

Wallflower (Erysimum) 

Monarda 

Phacelia (Phacelia) 

Portulaca 

Squash, Pumpkin (Cucurbita) 

Thyme (Thymus) 

Tickseed (Coreopsis) 

  

Late-Blooming Pollinator Plants 

Agastache 

Amaranth (Amaranthus) 

Cleome 

Dahlia 

Marigold (Tagetes) 

Mexican sunflower 

(Tithonia) 

Salvia  

Scabiosa 

Sunflower (Helianthus)  

Zinnia 

 

BBuunnkk’’ss  PPoonnddeerriinnggss  
By Farmer Bunk and Sponsored by the FoKFP Farm Education Committee  

Rediscover the Animal/Plant Log Entries 
Spring is here and flowers and plants are in bloom all over the park and wildlife   

is busy after a quiet winter.  Considering that, there are not very many observations in the Animal/Plant Log 

(kept at the park office reception desk) since the Winter newsletter (only the following six).  The log is a great 

way to share your recent encounters with animals and plants while in the park. 

Date Seen By Animal/Plant Location Details  

1/28/2013 Lisa Shore 

 
Hooded Mergansers 

 Duck Pond Male and female 

(Continues on next page) 
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Rediscover the Animal/Plant Log Entries (Cont.) 

Date Seen By Animal/Plant Location Details  

2/18/2013 Hannah Sperry 

 
Hawk 

Visitor’s Center Flew over and 

landed on roof 

(photo taken by 

Mike Lowman) 

4/8/2013 Lisa Shore 

 

Gill of (Over) the Ground 

Throughout the park Blooming 

4/8/2013 Lisa Shore 

 
Purple Dead Nettle 

Throughout the park Blooming 

4/8/2013 Lisa Shore 

 
Chickweed 

Outside Visitor’s Center Blooming 

4/8/2013 Lisa Shore 

 
Stink Bugs 

Visitor’s Center windows  
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Chuckles from Down on the Farm 
A Pig Misunderstanding 
The county police officers still write their reports by hand, and the data is entered later by 

a computer tech into their database.  One theft report stated that a farmer had lost 2,025 

pigs.  Thinking that it was an error, the tech called the farmer directly. 

"Is it true Mr. Smith that you lost 2,025 pigs?" she asked. 

"Yeth." lisped the farmer. 

Being a former farm girl herself, the tech entered: "Subject lost 2 sows and 25 pigs." 

Bug Flew into a Barn 
A farmer was milking his cow.  He was just starting to get a good rhythm going when a bug flew into the barn 

and started circling his head.  Suddenly, the bug flew into the cow's ear. The farmer didn't think much about it, 

until the bug squirted out into his bucket.  It went in one ear and out the udder. 

Texan farmer Travels 
A Texan farmer goes to Australia for a vacation.  There he meets an Aussie farmer and gets 

talking.  The Aussie shows off his big wheat field and the Texan says, "Oh!  We have wheat 

fields that are at least twice as large" 

Then they walk around the ranch a little and the Aussie shows off his herd of cattle.  The 

Texan immediately says, "We have longhorns that are at least twice as large as your cows." 

The conversation has, almost died when the Texan sees a herd of kangaroos hopping 

through the field.  He asks, "And what are those?” 

The Aussie says with an incredulous look, "Don't you have any grasshoppers in Texas?” 

Question and Answer 
Q: How did the aliens hurt the farmer? 

A: They trod on his corn, 

Q: Did you hear about the farmer who ploughed his field with a steamroller? 

A: He wanted to grow mash potatoes! 

Q: What did the neurotic pig say to the farmer? 

You take me for grunted. 

Q: When is a farmer like a magician? 

A: When he turns his cow to pasture. 

Q: Why did the farmer call his pig "Ink"? 

A: Because it was always running out of the pen. 

Q: What do you call cattle with a sense of humor?  

A: Laughing stock. 

Q: Why can't the bankrupt cowboy complain? 

A: He has got no beef. 
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TToobbaaccccoo  BBaarrnn  PPrroojjeecctt  WWiinnss  AAwwaarrdd  aatt  

MMaarryyllaanndd  RReeccrreeaattiioonn  aanndd  PPaarrkkss  CCoonnffeerreennccee 

By Lisa Shore, Kinder Park Staff Member 

As a capstone project for her Masters of Science Degree in Park and Resource Management from Slippery Rock 

University, Ranger Shawna Chesto created a proposal and interpretive master plan for the park’s tobacco barn.  

This building, which had been used as a storage facility, was full of old farm equipment in disrepair.  A team of 

rangers and volunteers, lead by Ranger Chesto, cleared and leveled the floor and developed a plan for the 

exhibit area.   

Rangers Josh Hardy, Kevin Keller, Nolley Fisher, Tom Schlein and Justin Ramos cleared the floor space of the 

barn and organized all the farm equipment. Members of the Kinder Farm Park Sawmill club milled boards for 

an ADA accessible boardwalk in the building.  These boardwalks were installed by several Boy Scouts to 

complete their Eagle Scout service projects.  In addition, four display cases were built and installed by Kinder 

Farm Park’s Volunteer Master Carpenter Paul Downey.   Many other volunteers helped with the project, 

including Friends of Kinder Farm Park members Tom Ladelma and Roy Fielder. 

The Kinder Farm Park staff and volunteers were recognized at the annual Maryland Recreation and Parks 

Conference for outstanding contributions to the field of park and resource conservation for their collaborative 

efforts and significant accomplishments on this project. 

Before 

 

After 

 

 

Park Rangers (left to right): Kevin Keller, Josh Hardy, Shawna Chesto and 
Tom Schlein. Not available for photo, Nolley Fisher and Justin Ramos. 
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SSpprriinngg  iinn  tthhee  WWooooddllaanndd  GGaarrddeenn  

By Bonnie Pavlak, Master Gardener 

The Woodland Garden, begun in 2008 by Bonnie Pavlak and Don Lewns, is in its 5th year of development.  It is 

a Master Gardener project, sponsored by the Friends of Kinder Farm Park, and funded by many grants from 

Unity Gardens.  A diagram of the garden (which is located at the intersection of the Perimeter Path and the 

North Gate Trail) is on page 18.  Spring is the best time of year to see the ephemeral woodland flowers in 

bloom before the leaves shade the ground. 

The picture to the right is of Bloodroot, (Sanguinaria canadensis) 

taken April 13, 2008.  Witch Hazel, Hellebores, and Dogtooth 

Violet are currently in bloom.  Come see Solomon's Seal, which is 

just peeking up through the soil and leaf litter. 

We received another check from Unity Gardens, Inc. in grant 

money to purchase the following perennials for the garden: 

Helleborus 'Brandywine' (which deer do not eat), Marginal Fern 

(Dryopteris marginalis), Christmas Fern (Polystichum 

acrostichoides), Woodland Phlox (Phlox stolonifera 'Blue Ridge), Joe-Pye Weed (Eupatorium fistulosum), 

Blue-stemmed Goldenrod (Solidago caesia), Blue Wood Aster (Aster cordifolius 'Avondale'), Wild Geranium 

(Geranium maculatum), Ostrich Fern (Matteuccia struthiopteris), Short-toothed Mountain Mint 

(Pycnanthemum muticum), and Caroline Lupine (Thermophsis caroliniana), which will be planted soon and 

make the garden more spectacular than ever.

 

CCaalllliinngg  AAllll  OOuurr  RReessttoorraattiioonn  VVoolluunntteeeerrss!!  

By Mike Lowman, Chairman of the FoKFP Historical Society 

If you have volunteered and worked on the restoration of 

the Kinder Farm House, the Friends of Kinder Farm Park 

Historical Society would like to invite you to join us again 

on Saturday, August 17th for picnic and a special photo 

shoot at the farm house.  We would like to restage this 

1940’s picture of the Kinder family gathering.  The photo 

with our volunteers will be displayed along with the signed 

board in the farm house in honor of all the support we have 

received from the community on this project. 

Mark your calendar for August 17th, we’ll gather at the 

farm house at 1:00 PM for the photo shoot and then move 

to the River Birch Pavilion for the picnic.  Please email mike_lowman@verizon.net if you are planning to 

attend so we can plan for the food. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:mike_lowman@verizon.net
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SSaavvee  aa  JJaarr  ffoorr  OOuurr  PPaannttrryy  

As part of the farm house restoration we have added a pantry where we intend to display some housewares from 

the 1930s and 40s; however, no respectable pantry would be complete without some jars of fruit and vegetables.  

The Historical Society is asking if you are canning this season would you consider giving a jar to our pantry for 

inclusion in the display.  Jars may be left at the Visitor’s Center or send an email mike_lowman@verizon.net to 

make arrangements for pick-up. 

 

SShhooppppiinngg  aanndd  SSaavviinnggss  

Wooden Puzzles by Dick Sharp 
By Rich Tambascio, Proprietor of the FoKFP Gift Shop  

Dick Sharp is a former President of the Friends (2005 - 
2006).  He moved to Carroll County and now is 
helping the Carroll County Farm Museum folks.  Dick’s 
handcrafted puzzles are precision made and 
beautifully painted.  These unique items make a 
wonderful gift. 

The prices are from $4.00 to $20.00 (Friends 10% discounted prices $3.60 to $18.00).  The retail prices 
for Dick’s small works of art are as follows: 

 $4.00 each for the Three Little Pigs and the Cow Barn 
 $5.00 for the Little Red Hen House 
 $6.00 each for the Bee Hive, Pig, Small Car, Small Pick Up Truck and Sheep Three Deep 
 $7.00 each for the Apple and Swan 
 $8.00 for Chicks w/ Worm #44 
 $9.00 each for the Geese #45, Bears #46 and Cows #47  
 $10.00 each for the Goats #49, Dog House #39 and Blue Birds w/ Chicks (my favorite) 
 $12.00 each for the (Medium) Truck and Flat Bed Truck 
 $15.00 for the (Large) Chicken w/ Eggs 
 $20.00 (Large) Pig Puzzle (for the big spenders) 

The Friends of Kinder Farm Park Gift Shop 

Location: Visitors Center in the Exhibit Hall 

Hours: Every Saturday from 12:00 to 2:00 PM, also open during special events 

 

Merchants Discounts to FoKFP Members 
We wish to thank and encourage you to shop the following vendors that offer the indicated discounts to the Friends of 

Kinder Farm Park (show membership card): 

Anne Arundel County Farm & Garden – 10% 

155 8
th
 Avenue N. 

Glen Burnie, MD 21061 

Phone: (410) 766-8400 

email: AACOFarmLawnGarden@yahoo.com  

 Country Feed and Gardens and Pets – 10% 

865 Annapolis Road  

Gambrills, MD 21054 

Phone: (410) 923-0960 

The Wild Bird Center – 20% 

568 Governor Ritchie Highway  

Severna Park Plaza Shopping Center 

Severna Park, MD 21146 

Phone: (410) 647-2453 

www.wildbird.com/franchisee/sev/home 

mailto:mike_lowman@verizon.net
mailto:AACOFarmLawnGarden@yahoo.com
http://www.wildbird.com/franchisee/sev/home
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The Friends of Kinder Farm Park 

2013 Kinder Farm Park 

  

  

Photo Competition 

Categories:  Flora, Fauna, Landscapes and People 

Prizes: $50 Gift Card to 1st place in each category 

$25 Gift Card to 2nd place in each category 

Deadline:  October 31, 2013 

Photos must be taken during 2013 within the boundaries of Kinder Farm Park and reflect 
aspects of the beauty and/or life in the park 

 A panel of judges will select two winning photo from each category, and winners will 

be notified by email or phone 

 For competition rules and entry instructions see the back of this flyer or Visit our 

website at:  www.kinderfarmpark.org  

http://www.kinderfarmpark.org/
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PHOTO COMPETITION RULES 
AND ENTRY INSTRUCTIONS 

1. The categories for this photographic competition are:  Flora (flowers, trees, plants, etc.); Fauna 
(all animals including fishes, birds, etc.); Landscape; and, People in Kinder Farm Park. 

2. Photos must be taken within the boundary of Kinder Farm Park during 2013. 

3. Entrants may submit up to a total of four photos in the competition, either as digital images or 
prints in color or black and white. 

 Photographs can be submitted in digital format (preferably JPG), with a maximum of 10mb 
per email. 

 Photographs submitted in print form should be no larger than 8” X 10”.  Note that they will 
be digitally scanned for judging purposes 

4. This competition is intended to encourage amateur photography in our county parks. Photography 
is just one of the many activities enjoyed by park visitors.  Contest entries will not be accepted 
from professional photographers. 

5. All entries must be original work and must not have been previously published.  The entrants must 
be the sole owner of copyright in all photos entered and must have obtained permission of any 
people featured in the entries. 

6. Each entry must be marked with or accompanied with an email that includes: 

 The photographer’s: 
o Name and address, 
o Telephone number, and 
o Email address. 

 Photo title 

 A description of where and when the photo was taken 

 In which category each photograph is being entered (only one per photo) 

Note: Personal details will only be used for the purpose of administering the competition and 
will not be published or provided to any third party without your permission. 

7. Entries can be submitted in two ways: 

 By email to mike_lowman@verizon.net with the subject line of “2013 KFP Photo Contest”” 

 By mail to:  
2013 KFP Photo Contest 

1001 Kinder Farm Park Road 
Millersville, MD 21108 

8. All entries must be received by Thursday, October 31, 2013. 

9. No entries can be returned and proof of posting is not proof of receipt. The organizers accept no 
responsibility for entries lost, damaged or delayed in the post. 

10. All entries will be judged by a panel of judges who will select the best photographs in each 
category. The judges' decision will be final and no correspondence can be entered into. 

11. By entering, entrants will be deemed to have agreed to be bound by these rules. 

12. By entering the competition entrants grant the right for The Friends of Kinder Farm Park to display 
the photographs at Kinder Farm Park publish and exhibit the submitted photographs in print or on 
their website. 
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Join Us for a Special Evening of Activities  

and a Reading of 

 

Sponsored by the Farm Education Committee and the Fair Queen/Princess Group 

Date:  Friday, May 24, 2013    Time:  6:00-7:30 PM 

Place:  Harvest Hall in the Kinder Farm Park Visitors Center 

Cost:  $5 per Child (event is targeted for grades 1 thru 4, 

parents are free) Cost of ticket includes book, 

activities,  refreshments, and park admission 

Registration:  Pre-registration is required at the Kinder 

Farm Park Visitors Center or call 410-222-6115. 
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KKiinnddeerr  FFaarrmm  PPaarrkk  ––  AA  JJeewweell  iinn  OOuurr  BBaacckkyyaarrdd 

The following was written by the Friends of Kinder Farm Park President, Jim Rausch to the residents of 

Chartwell for their newsletter.  As the editor I believe it is the perfect way to conclude this issue of Down on the 

Farm. — Mike Lowman 

Most of us living in Chartwell already know what a treasure we have right in our own backyard.  The athletic 

fields, walking trails, playgrounds, and farm complex 

have attracted our attention and have no doubt lured most 

of us to the Park on a warm, sunny day.  But, did you 

know that there are at least 5 different gardens at Kinder 

Park?  Or that a blacksmith guild meets at their specially 

designed forge twice a week and welcome newcomers?  

Or that there is an active sawmill group which meets 

every Wednesday morning to build an array of products 

from trees cut on the 288-acre Park?  There are actually 

over 15 special interest guilds, clubs, and other 

organizations and programs affiliated with Kinder Farm 

Park (KFP), all of which welcome new people to join. 

As President of the Friends of Kinder Farm Park, my organization is the non-profit volunteer group created to 

support the preservation, development, and operation of Kinder Farm to highlight a typical working farm set in 

Maryland in the early to mid-twentieth Century.  We generally serve as the umbrella group under which most of 

the organizations at KFP operate, supporting many of them with funding or volunteers. 

One of our biggest objectives is to raise funds for the Park to subsidize what the county provides.  To do this, 

we sponsor a number of events during the year, like the annual Fall Harvest Festival in October.  If you have 

not been, it is a must for families and individuals.  There is something there for everyone!  In May, the Friends 

group will be hosting our Behind the Scenes Tour designed for people to come to the Park to find out more 

about the many organizations that call Kinder Park home.  Farm wagons hitched to tractors will take guests 

through the Park stopping at various locations to hear about the 4-H club and its animals, see blacksmith and 

sawmill demonstrations, learn about  the many gardens at KFP, hear from the Park’s beekeepers and the 

quilting guild, see the many antique tractors and farm equipment and much, much more.  This is an event not to 

be missed even if you visit the Park on a regular basis since there is always more to learn about KFP!   So, mark 

your calendars - Friday, May 17
th

 from 6 to 8 P.M. is the date of the Behind the Scenes Tour.  Pre-registration is 

required and the event is free to members of the Friends organization. 

The Friends of Kinder Farm Park has a website, www.kinderfarmpark.org  which I invite you to visit to learn 

more about us.  We are always happy to have people attend our monthly meetings on the second Wednesday of 

each month in the Visitors Center to learn firsthand what we do and who we are.  Since one of our main 

purposes is to support the Park with funding, we always need volunteers to help us with our events or special 

projects like restoration of the Kinder Family farmhouse.  You can contact the Park office at 410-222-6115 to 

leave your name and phone number or contact me directly at jdrausch2@verizon.net if you would like more 

information about the Friends group or wish to join.  Membership is $10/year for individuals, $15 for families 

and includes free hayride passes, discounts to some area stores, quarterly newsletters, discounts at the Visitor 

Center gift shop, free admission to Friends events, and a host of other benefits.  But, the first and foremost 

benefit of your membership is knowing that you are supporting this wonderful Park and its many programs that 

are critical to the community and/or the environment. 

 

 

http://www.kinderfarmpark.org/
mailto:jdrausch2@verizon.net
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Friends of Kinder Farm Park (FoKFP) 
12 Month Calendar 

May 2013 

  8 — FoKFP Meeting at 6:30 PM in the Visitor’s Center Harvest Hall 

  8 — Publish the Spring Down on the Farm newsletter 

17 — Behind the Scenes Tour from 6:00 – 8:00 PM, pre-registration required, free to FoKFP members, $5 for 

non-members (will be applied to membership if you join at the event) 

17 — Set-up for Wooden Nickel Park 1K Run and Fun Fest, contact gfielder@woodennickelpark.org 

18— Farmhouse Restoration Work Party from 9:00 AM until 1:00 PM 

18 — Wooden Nickel Park 1K Run and Fun Fest, for additional information about this event, sponsorship 

opportunities, or the development of the Wooden Nickel Park, contact gfielder@woodennickelpark.org  

19 — Antique Tractors and 4H Livestock Club participate in the Glen Burnie Memorial Day Parade  

21 — FoKFP Historical Society Meeting at 6:30 PM in the Visitor’s Center Conference Room 

22 — Fall Harvest Committee Meeting at 6:30 PM in the Visitor’s Center Harvest Hall 

24 — Corn Reading & Fun Night (Targeted for Grades 1-4) from 6:00 – 7:30 PM in the Visitor’s Center Harvest 

Hall, $5.00 /child (Adults are free) which includes the book, activities, refreshments and park admission 

June 2013 

   8 — Farmhouse Restoration Work Party from 9:00 AM until 1:00 PM 

12 — FoKFP Meeting at 6:30 PM in the Visitor’s Center Harvest Hall 

13 — First Call for Summer Newsletter Articles 

25 — FoKFP Historical Society Meeting at 6:30 PM in the Visitor’s Center Conference Room 

26 — Fall Harvest Committee Meeting at 6:30 PM in the Visitor’s Center Harvest Hall 

July 2013 

TBA— Farmhouse Restoration Work Party from 9:00 AM until 1:00 PM 

  4 — Antique Tractors and 4H Livestock Club participate in the Severna Park Independence Day Parade 

10 — FoKFP Meeting at 6:30 PM in the Visitors Center Harvest Hall 

17 — FoKFP Historical Society Meeting at 6:30 PM in the Visitor’s Center Conference Room 

21 — Deadline for Summer Newsletter articles 

24 — Fall Harvest Committee Meeting at 6:30 PM in the Visitor’s Center Harvest Hall 

August 2013  

TBA— Farmhouse Restoration Work Party from 9:00 AM until 1:00  

14 — FoKFP Meeting at 6:30 PM in the Visitor’s Center Harvest Hall 

14 — Publish Summer Down on the Farm newsletter 

 

 (continues on next page)  
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August 2013 (Cont.)  

17— Farmhouse Restoration Volunteer Picnic & Group Photo from 1:00 until 4:00 PM at River Birch Pavilion, 

please email mike_lowman@verizon.net if are planning to attend so we can plan for the food 

21 — FoKFP Historical Society Meeting at 6:30 PM in the Visitor’s Center Conference Room 

28 — Fall Harvest Committee Meeting at 6:30 PM in the Visitor’s Center Harvest Hall 

September 2013 

11 — FoKFP Meeting at 6:30 PM in the Visitor’s Center Harvest Hall 

11 — First Call for Fall Newsletter Articles 

18 — FoKFP Historical Society Meeting at 6:30 PM in the Visitor’s Center Conference Room 

25 — Fall Harvest Committee Meeting at 6:30 PM in the Visitor’s Center Harvest Hall 

October 2013 

  9 — FoKFP Meeting at 6:30 PM in the Visitor’s Center Harvest Hall 

12 — Kinder Farm Park Annual Fall Harvest Festival from 10:00 AM – 4:00 PM 

16 — FoKFP Historical Society Meeting at 6:30 PM in the Visitor’s Center Conference Room 

23 — Fall Harvest Committee Follow-up Meeting at 6:30 PM in the Visitor’s Center Harvest Hall 

30 — Deadline for Fall Newsletter articles 

31— Deadline for the 2013 Kinder Farm Park Photo Competition 

November 2013 

13 — FoKFP Meeting at 6:30 PM in the Visitor’s Center Harvest Hall 

13 — Publish Fall Down on the Farm newsletter 

20 — Last FoKFP Historical Society Meeting for 2013 at 6:30 PM in the Visitor’s Center Conference Room 

December 2013 

  7 — Jingle Bell Hayride, FoKFP can use their free Hayride passes in lieu of the fee but still need to 

preregister, additional details to be announced 

  9 — First Call for Winter Newsletter Articles 

11 — FoKFP Annual Membership Meeting at 6:30 PM in the Visitor’s Center Harvest Hall 

January 2014 FoKFP membership fees are due 

  8 — FoKFP Meeting at 6:30 PM in the Visitor’s Center Harvest Hall 

15 — 1st FoKFP Historical Society Meeting for 2014 at 6:30 PM in the Visitor’s Center Conference Room 

25 — Deadline for Winter Newsletter articles 

February 2014  

12 — FoKFP Meeting at 6:30 PM in the Visitor’s Center Harvest Hall 

12 — Publish Winter Down on the Farm newsletter 

19 — FoKFP Historical Society Meeting at 6:30 PM in the Visitor’s Center Conference Room 

 

(continues on next page)  
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March 2014 

   1 — Volunteer Banquet at 4:00 PM (by invitation only) in the Visitor’s Center Harvest Hall 

12 — FoKFP Meeting at 6:30 PM in the Visitor’s Center Harvest Hall 

17 — First Call for Spring Newsletter Articles 

19 — FoKFP Historical Society Meeting at 6:30 PM in the Visitor’s Center Conference Room 

26— Kick-off meeting for the 2014 Fall Harvest Festival Committee at 6:30 PM in the Visitor’s Center 

April 2014 

   9 — FoKFP Meeting at 6:30 PM in the Visitors Center Harvest Hall 

16 — FoKFP Historical Society Meeting at 6:30 PM in the Visitors Center Conference Room 

19 — Deadline for Spring Newsletter articles 

23 — Fall Harvest Committee Meeting at 6:30 PM in the Visitors Center Harvest Hall 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Down on the Farm is a publication of the Friends of Kinder 

Farm Park 

President:  Jim Rausch 

Vice President:  Michele Rose 

Treasurer:  Joe Miller 

Secretary:  Lindsay Barranco 

Newsletter Editor:  Mike Lowman 

Please visit our web site: 

http://www.kinderfarmpark.org/ 
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