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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
By Jim Rausch, President of the Friends of Kinder Farm Park

Autumn is such a beautiful season – crisp mornings, blooming mums, changing leaves, and pumpkins
everywhere in all shapes and sizes. It is a time that many of us love to be participating in any outdoor
activity…especially “down on the farm.” This fall, however, held some surprises for the Friends of Kinder
Farm Park - with the hope of beautiful weather for the Fall Harvest Festival and the reality of a heavy rain event
that forced cancellation of our major fundraiser for the year! We quickly huddled in an effort to think of some
way to recoup our costs and raise some money for the Park and decided to schedule two “Fall Family
Weekends” in October that offered hayrides, pumpkin painting, some games, scarecrow making, a kid’s hay
maze, and the popular “boo barn.” These turned out to be great fun and did allow us to raise modest sums of
money. So…all was not lost! Thanks to the volunteers that changed their plans to help make these Fall Family
Weekends a success.
We look forward to our final event for 2013 - the Jingle Bell Hayride - planned for Saturday, December 7th.
This Friends’ event is a great way for folks to kick off the holiday season, so mark your calendars now.
The Friends are also looking forward to 2014 when we expect to complete restoration of the Kinder Family
farmhouse. This has been an ambitious project that will have taken two years and countless volunteer hours to
finish. When complete, the house will be a wonderful museum for all visitors to enjoy and further learn about
farm life. Also in 2014, we hope to be able to build a new pole barn in the farm complex to house our many
antique tractors and hay wagons. More on this “Exhibit and Storage Barn” in our next newsletter. And we will
begin planning for the “best ever” Fall Harvest Festival in October 2014!
Happy Thanksgiving!!
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Fall Harvest Festival/Fall Family Weekends
By: Michele Rose, Vice-president Friends of Kinder Farm Park and Chairperson Fall Harvest Festival

It was a spectacular day for the festival. The air was crisp, with a slight breeze and the sun was rising to display
the beautiful fall colors of the leaves – oh wait, that was last year!
Unfortunately, the weather did not cooperate for our annual Fall Harvest Festival. Instead, we had five inches
of rain the week before the event and continuing through the scheduled date, October 12th. The fields were a
disaster for parking and the only ones who would have been successful that day were the tow truck drivers.
It was a huge disappointment for all of us. The committee and rangers had worked for many months to make
this event even better, which is always our goal. Each year we try to make some changes to keep it fresh while
holding onto everyone’s favorites.
We made the decision to cancel early Friday morning based on the field conditions and the still unrelenting
weather forecast. We are grateful to several companies who graciously allowed us to return unused items, gave
us credit toward purchases for next year or just flat out did not charge us, even thought they were
inconvenienced by the cancellation.
So now, what do you do with 1200 pumpkins and 300+ bales of straw and a hugely disappointed set of
volunteers anxious to show off the park? During a brief meeting, it was decided to hold the first “Fall Family
Weekends.”
On October 19 & 20 and 26 & 27, we opened a few of our more popular events from 11:00 am – 3:00 pm.
These included the Boo Barn, pumpkin painting, scarecrow making, hayrides and a couple of new events – an
indoor straw maze and one of our new family games – the Outhouse Toss, as well as utilizing the hay structure
targets that the rangers had built for the corn cannons for photo opportunities. Advertising was limited as we
did not have a parking detail to park cars and we were limited by the number of normally available spaces
within the paid entrance section of the park.
To be honest, the response was not overwhelming, but we were able to recoup most of our expenses and
possibly even make some money to use for the park. The Fall Harvest Festival is our largest fundraiser each
year and it is an event that we really look forward to, but we recognize that it is a weather dependent event, so
we’ll do what all of us have to do in these situations and tighten our belts a bit. Even though we served
significantly smaller numbers of patrons for this alternative, it did give us a better opportunity to spend more
time talking to those that attended and receive feedback regarding both events that we will utilize in planning
for next year.
So put us on your calendar now for next year’s Fall Harvest Festival, which will be held (at least we really
hope) on Saturday, October 11, 2014. Plan to volunteer and encourage your middle school through college age
students to help also. A fun time is always had by all!
We would also like to take this opportunity to thank all of the volunteers who helped with both events,
including the Kinder Farm Park 4H and National Honor Society Students from Chesapeake High School.
A special thank you to Jill Breen, the winner of our raffle, who donated her proceeds back to the Friends of
Kinder Farm Park!
Now, we are off the next event – the Jingle Bell Hayride to be held on Saturday, December 7th from 10:00 am –
12:00 pm. Maybe, just a little snow for atmosphere.....
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Annual Jingle Bell Hayride
By Michele Rose, FoKFP Vice President

The Friends of Kinder Farm Park proudly announces the date for the annual Jingle Bell Hayride, scheduled for
Saturday, December 7th from 10:00 a.m. to noon. Come to Kinder Farm Park and meet Santa and Mrs. Claus,
enjoy a hayride around the park trails, sip hot chocolate and hot spiced cider and eat yummy treats around the
bonfire. Come meet the farm animals, who will be on hand to greet the children.
The Jingle Bell Hayride will be held at the Black Oak Pavilion in Kinder Farm Park, 1001 Kinder Farm Park
Road, Millersville, Maryland 21108. $5.00 per person (children 3 years old and under are free). To reserve
your tickets, call 410-222-6115. You must register by Wednesday, November 27th at 4 p.m. We look forward
to seeing you there!
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New Poultry Princess
By Victoria Willis, Co-chairperson for the A.A.Co. Poultry Princess Competition

The fourth annual Anne Arundel County Fair Poultry Princess competition took place on Wednesday, September 11,
2013. Seven contestants participated in this year’s contest. Annapolis resident and Kinder Farm 4H Livestock Club
member, Jennifer Eisiner was chosen as this year’s winner to represent the poultry industry and the county fair throughout
the year. The objective of the Poultry Princess Contest is to increase the awareness of the poultry industry, to educate the
public about the various types of poultry, and other information regarding the basic care for poultry.
Be sure to say hi to Jennifer if you see her down on the farm.

Congratulations Jennifer!!

Monarch Mania Talk
By Anne Nourse, Master Gardener

“Monarch Mania” came to life in Harvest Hall on the evening of Monday, August 26, 2013. Using a
PowerPoint presentation and lecture, hobby naturalists Ginny Klocko and Marie McCarren shared their
knowledge and experience about raising these beautiful insects from egg to caterpillar through their chrysalis
stage, and metamorphosis into a colorful butterfly. In addition examples of tall stalks of milkweed stood
alongside a table filled with information on butterflies and a netted cage that contained an adult monarch.
Ginny and Marie also explained how easy it is to raise monarchs using simple materials for their housing.
Statistics are kept on the number of monarchs raised and released; unfortunately, they are decreasing in number.
Chemical treatments on plants, deforestation and a changing world climate play a role in destroying the
environment needed for the butterflies.
The caterpillars from hatching monarch eggs will only feed on milkweed leaves (genus Asclepius) so everyone
was encouraged to grow them as well as native nectar-producing plants for the adults. Once released, monarchs
will raise several generations before migrating to warmer areas in Mexico and California. Ginny and Marie
provided a fascinating look at these interesting creatures. Refreshments including decorative butterfly cookies
and drinks were served.
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Bunk’s Ponderings
By Farmer Bunk and Sponsored by the FoKFP Farm Education Committee

Animal/Plant Log Entries
Here are the observations in the Animal/Plant Log (kept at the park office
reception desk) since the summer newsletter. The log is a great way to share your recent encounters with
animals and plants while in the park. Note photos (unless otherwise noted) are from the internet, based on the
observer’s description.
Date

Seen By

7/24/2013

R. Hobbson

Animal/Plant

Location

Details

Between the 1.4 and 1.5
mile trail markers

3 deer including 2
fawns

Between the 1.4 and 1.5
mile trail markers

Eating

Between the 1.4 and 1.5
mile trail markers

4 deer including 2
fawns

Deer
7/25/2013

R. Hobbson

Groundhog
7/26/2013

R. Hobbson

Deer
8/19/2013

L. Shore

Throughout park

Cabbage White Butterfly
9/2/2013

L. Shore

Throughout park

Blooming

Boneset

(Continues on next Page)

Friends of Kinder Farm Park Newsletter – Fall 2013

Page 6

Animal/Plant Log Entries (Cont.)
Date

Seen By

9/2/2013

L. Shore

Animal/Plant

Location

Details

Throughout park

Cicadas
10/26/2013

Bunk’s Pond

V. Dobbs

2 Ruby-Crowned Kinglets

Where Do They Come From & What Are They Saying
If you ever wondered about where visitors to the park are from and what they think about their time at the park,
check out the Visitors Register Log Book in the Visitor Center. The log has been available for over two years
and if you look at just the entries made from January 1 through November 6, 2013 you’ll find:






There are 138 entries, many for two or more people
In addition to the majority of folks that reside locally in the county and around Maryland we’ve had
visitors from all over the country; Pennsylvania, North Carolina. South Carolina, Maine, Iowa, Arizona
and Oregon
The visitor that came the farthest was from South Africa
The following sampling of comments reflect the visitors’ thoughts about the park:
o “Always a great place to visit!”
o “Wonderful for the whole family”
o “1st visit – I was very impressed – will return soon!”
o “We always have fun here. Thank You!”
o “Love the animals”
o “Birding the Park, saw my 1st Common Yellow Throat”
o “Wonderful. My favorite place to walk.”
o “Visitors Center for the first time. My 3 boys love the farm & we decided to look at the
museum. Wonderful!
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Fishermen Rejoice!
During October the Department of Natural Resources stocked Duck Pond, Hidden Pond and
Bunk’s Pond with fingerling bluegill, large-mouth bass and golden shiners. All of the ponds
are catch and release, for more information check out the Department of Recreation and Parks
web page, Fishing Spot – Kinder Farm Park.

Kinder’s Newest Resident
By Park Ranger Patty Williams

On Saturday, November 9, 2013 a new resident moved
into the Cattle Barn, a Holstein heifer named Bella,
just eight days old. She came from Ellerton Dairy
Farm, in Myersville, Maryland, which is owned by
Donna and Donny Grossnickle. Roy Fielder acquired
the calf as a long term breeding project to provide a
more consistent population of animals on the farm.
Patty Williams’ family and Alex Fetter are helping
Roy care for Bella.
Bella with the Grossnickle family, Alex Fetter,
Currently the barn doors are being kept closed to give
Ranger Kevin Keller and Victoria Williams
Bella a chance to adjust to her new home. Once she is
acclimated, visitors will be able to see Bella, most likely during feeding time, around 4:00 PM. The long range
plan is to raise her here and breed her when she is about 16 months old.

THREE LITTLE PAWPAWS – CAME TO STAY IN THE WOODEN NICKEL PARK
By Grace Fielder, Spokesperson for Wooden Nickel Park

A perfect storm occurred on October 26, 2013 in the Wooden
Nickel Park, volunteers came to the park to plant three little
Pawpaws and 210 other native trees. Our youngest volunteer
was three and half year old Harley Vander Vliet. Her
enthusiasm was infectious, and needed before all 213 trees were
planted and watered! The Pawpaw is a special addition to the
park; it is a native tree from southern New York to northern
Florida and west as far as east Texas. The fruit has a unique
look and we all know the expression, “Way down yonder in the
Pawpaw patch..” The Pawpaw is the largest edible fruit native
to America (according to Blossumnursery.com).

Harley and her Mother

Plantings also included oaks, maples, tulip poplar, sweet gum, forest pansy, and shadblow. Biodegradable tree
shelters were used on each tree to protect them from the Kinder Farm Parks deer population. A special thank
you goes out to the Chesapeake Bay Trust and Anne Arundel County for a mini grant for tree planting. The
(Continues on next page)
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THREE LITTLE PAWPAWS…(Cont.)
native wild flower and tree planting will continue in March, 2014 with one foot caliper trees. Seeds are being
collected for the wildflower meadow and include butterfly weed and milkweed that draws butterflies and moths.
The wildflowers and native trees expand the existing forests and enhance the
educational, environmental experience of the Wooden Nickel Park. Can you
imagine walking along a trail and seeing your first pawpaw or a butterfly or moth?

Pawpaw Fruits

Fundraising continues as we are 20% of the way to our $25, 000.00 goal to
complete all phases. The design and construction of items to be installed in Phase I
continue this winter. We are looking forward to Phase I opening in 2014. Can you
paint, or do you like to build things, e-mail gfielder@woodennickelpark.org to
volunteer. We look forward to seeing you at Wooden Nickel Park events.

The Board of Directors would also like to thank Lawn Wrangler, a local landscape firm for their ongoing
support.
To learn more about the Wooden Nickel Park or make a donation, check out the website at
www.woodennickelpark.org or call 301-483-3171.

We Connect then grow children’s Comfort, Confidence and Curiosity in nature

Wooden Nickel Park, Inc.
10400 Shaker Drive #334 | Simpsonville, Maryland 21055-0334

Annual General Membership Meeting
The 2013 Annual Friends of Kinder Farm Park General Membership Meeting is at 6:30 PM on Wednesday,
December 11, 2013 in the Harvest Hall. Election of officers and board members will top the agenda for the
evening. At the November meeting the following slate for 2014 was presented by the nomination committee:
OFFICERS:
President – Jim Rausch
Vice President – Michele Rose
Secretary – Chris Mowry
Treasurer – Carrie Fielder

BOARD MEMBERS:
Lindsay Barranco
Tom Lahdelma
Mike Lowman
Joe Miller
Rod O’Brien

Bonnie Pavlak
Rich Tambascio
Junior Board Member
(to be determined
by the 4H Club)

At the General Membership Meeting the floor will be open for additional nominations prior to the elections.
Please mark your calendar and join us to show your support for the core of Friends that are at the helm of the
organization.
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2013 Kinder Farm Park Photo Competition Winners
There were 112 entries in this year’s photo competition. Our five judges did a wonderful job selecting the
following winners.

Landscape 2nd Place
"Sunset" taken by
Alana Marino
Landscape 1st Place
"Fences" taken by
Melinda Meyers

People 1st Place
"Showing Sheep" taken by
Martin McCann

People 2nd Place
"Snow Day at Kinder" taken by
Jeffrey Kozub

(Continues on next page)
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Photo Contest Winners (Cont.)

Flora 1st Place
"Forest and Field" taken by
Michelle Armstrong

Flora 2nd Place
"Dressed for Fall" taken by
Joseph Pobre

Fauna 1st Place
"Butterfly" taken by
Lonnie Kishiyama
Fauna 2nd Place
"Prairie Warbler" taken by
Wendy Crowe
(Continues on next page)
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Photo Contest Winners (Cont.)
By the end of December all of the winning photographs will be on display in the Visitors Center. If you would
like to view all of the entries in the 2013 Kinder Farm Park Photo Competition use the following links:
 People
 Flora
 Fauna
 Landscape
The Friends of Kinder Farm Park are in the process of planning another photo competition for next year, so be
on the lookout for a flyer and keep your cameras handy.

Light at the End of the Tunnel
Mike Lowman, FoKFP Board Member and Chairman of the Historical Society

By the time that you read this newsletter, most likely the last scheduled work party (November 23rd) for the
restoration of the Kinder Farm house will have already occurred. I know that we’ll have a good turn out even
though it is right at the beginning of this holiday season. I know this because after almost two years on this
project I can actually say that our volunteers have never let us down. The first work party was on the first
Saturday in January, 2012 and we had them at least twice a month through April, then once a month after that
through September. Then we started again in January, 2013 once a month through November.
Thanks to our volunteers who collectively have put in thousands of hours of their time and energy, the
restoration has progressed amazingly well. The walls and ceilings in all the rooms are up, and if not painted are
prepped and ready to paint, and even the kitchen sink is installed. In addition, our volunteers’ labor and skills
have saved us thousands of dollars over what it would have cost had we relied solely on contract labor.
Originally I thought this would be a four year effort but because of the amazing volunteer efforts, I can see the
light at the end of the tunnel. I honestly believe we will be able to open the house next year.
In August we had a picnic in the park for the volunteers and as part of the event we restaged a 1940s photo of
the Kinder farmhouse with some of the folks that attended (see photos below).
I hope — nope, I know I’ll see you down on the farm when we get back to work on the house next year.

Kinder Family 1940

Volunteers 2013
Photo taken by Melissa Lowman
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Friends of Kinder Farm Park (FoKFP)
12 Month Calendar
NOTE: The Friends are considering holding bi-monthly meetings in 2014 whereby we would meet the second
Wednesday of starting January (January 8th) and thereafter the second Wednesday of every other month.
Please stay tuned and watch for notices announcing the dates of Friends Meetings. Once the final decision has
been made this calendar will be updated.

November 2013
23 — Farmhouse Restoration Work Party from 9:00 AM until 1:00 PM
27 — Last day to preregister for the Jingle Bell Hay Ride being held on Saturday, December 7th

December 2013
7 — Jingle Bell Hayride, Charge is $5.00 per person (children 3 years old and under are free) FoKFP members
can use their free Hayride passes in lieu of the fee but still need to preregister by November 27 th by
calling the park office at 410-222-6115.
9 — First Call for Winter Newsletter Articles
11 — FoKFP Annual Membership Meeting at 6:30 PM in the Visitor’s Center Harvest Hall

January 2014 FoKFP membership fees are due
1—
8—
15 —
25 —

Kick off of the 2014 Kinder Farm Park Photo Competition
FoKFP Meeting at 6:30 PM in the Visitor’s Center Harvest Hall
1st FoKFP Historical Society Meeting for 2014 at 6:30 PM in the Visitor’s Center Conference Room
Deadline for Winter Newsletter articles

February 2014
12 — FoKFP Meeting at 6:30 PM in the Visitor’s Center Harvest Hall
12 — Publish Winter Down on the Farm newsletter
19 — FoKFP Historical Society Meeting at 6:30 PM in the Visitor’s Center Conference Room

March 2014
1—
12 —
17 —
19 —
26—

Volunteer Banquet at 4:00 PM (by invitation only) in the Visitor’s Center Harvest Hall
FoKFP Meeting at 6:30 PM in the Visitor’s Center Harvest Hall
First Call for Spring Newsletter Articles
FoKFP Historical Society Meeting at 6:30 PM in the Visitor’s Center Conference Room
Kick-off meeting for the 2014 Fall Harvest Festival Committee at 6:30 PM in the Visitor’s Center

April 2014
9—
16 —
19 —
23 —

FoKFP Meeting at 6:30 PM in the Visitors Center Harvest Hall
FoKFP Historical Society Meeting at 6:30 PM in the Visitors Center Conference Room
Deadline for Spring Newsletter articles
Fall Harvest Festival Committee Meeting at 6:30 PM in the Visitors Center Harvest Hall
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May 2014
TBA — Antique Tractors and 4H Livestock Club participate in the Glen Burnie Memorial Day Parade
14 — FoKFP Meeting at 6:30 PM in the Visitor’s Center Harvest Hall
14 — Publish the Spring Down on the Farm newsletter
21 — FoKFP Historical Society Meeting at 6:30 PM in the Visitor’s Center Conference Room
28 — Fall Harvest Festival Committee Meeting at 6:30 PM in the Visitor’s Center Harvest Hall

June 2014
11 — FoKFP Meeting at 6:30 PM in the Visitor’s Center Harvest Hall
15 — First Call for Summer Newsletter Articles
18 — FoKFP Historical Society Meeting at 6:30 PM in the Visitor’s Center Conference Room
25 — Fall Harvest Festival Committee Meeting at 6:30 PM in the Visitor’s Center Harvest Hall

July 2014
4—
9—
16 —
20 —
23 —

Antique Tractors and 4H Livestock Club participate in the Severna Park Independence Day Parade
FoKFP Meeting at 6:30 PM in the Visitors Center Harvest Hall
FoKFP Historical Society Meeting at 6:30 PM in the Visitor’s Center Conference Room
Deadline for Summer Newsletter articles
Fall Harvest Festival Committee Meeting at 6:30 PM in the Visitor’s Center Harvest Hall

August 2014
13 —
13 —
20 —
27 —

FoKFP Meeting at 6:30 PM in the Visitor’s Center Harvest Hall
Publish Summer Down on the Farm newsletter
FoKFP Historical Society Meeting at 6:30 PM in the Visitor’s Center Conference Room
Fall Harvest Festival Committee Meeting at 6:30 PM in the Visitor’s Center Harvest Hall

September 2014
10 —
10 —
17 —
24 —

FoKFP Meeting at 6:30 PM in the Visitor’s Center Harvest Hall
First Call for Fall Newsletter Articles
FoKFP Historical Society Meeting at 6:30 PM in the Visitor’s Center Conference Room
Fall Harvest Festival Committee Meeting at 6:30 PM in the Visitor’s Center Harvest Hall

October 2014
8—
11 —
15 —
22 —
29 —

FoKFP Meeting at 6:30 PM in the Visitor’s Center Harvest Hall
Kinder Farm Park Annual Fall Harvest Festival from 10:00 AM – 4:00 PM
Last FoKFP Historical Society Meeting for 2014 at 6:30 PM in the Visitor’s Center Conference Room
Fall Harvest Festival Committee Follow-up Meeting at 6:30 PM in the Visitor’s Center Harvest Hall
Deadline for Fall Newsletter articles

November 2014
12 — FoKFP Meeting at 6:30 PM in the Visitor’s Center Harvest Hall
12 — Publish Fall Down on the Farm newsletter
15 — Deadline for the 2014 Kinder Farm Park Photo Competition
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Some Final Thoughts
By Mike Lowman, FoKFP Board Member and Editor of Down on the Farm

This issue of Down on the Farm celebrates three years since this quarterly publication
acquired it’s moniker as the result of a contest. And it has been my privilege to be the
editor for all twelve of those issues. I hope that you have enjoyed reading about what is
happening at this wonderful park as much as I have enjoyed working with all the folks
who have contributed the articles.
Since this is the last issue for 2013, I would like to take this opportunity on behalf of all
the Officers and Board Members to wish you all, “A JOYFUL AND SAFE HOLIDAY
SEASON AND A VERY HAPPY NEW YEAR!”

Down on the Farm is a publication of the Friends of Kinder
Farm Park
President: Jim Rausch
Vice President: Michele Rose
Treasurer: Joe Miller
Interim Treasurer: Carrie Fielder
Secretary: Lindsay Barranco
Newsletter Editor: Mike Lowman
Please visit our web site:
http://www.kinderfarmpark.org/
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